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CHINA. 

ANTUNG." 

By  Consul  John  K.  Davis. 

The  Antiing  consular  district  comprises  the  southeastern  section  of 
Manehnria  and  is  about  twice  as  h\rge  as  Vermont.  It  is  moun- 
tainous throuo-hout:  its  sparse  popuhition  is  almost  entirely  rural; 
and.  except  a  GO-mile  section  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  that 
tra\erses  it  in  the  south,  and  the  Yalu  River,  its  eastern  boundary, 
the  only  means  of  communication  with  interior  points  is  by  crude 
native  carts  and  pack  animals.  The  city  of  Antuno;.  the  political 
and  commercial  center  of  the  district,  has  a  mixed  Chinese  and 
Japanese  population  of  less  than  50,000.  It  is  located  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Yalu  River  30  miles  from  its  mouth,  at  the  head 
of  navigation  for  ocean  steamers,  and  it  is  the  point  throuoh  which 
all  rail-borne  ooods  pass  between  China  (Manchuria)  and  Japan 
through  Chosen  (Korea).  The  chief  products  of  Antuno-  are  the 
cocoons  from  which  pongee  fabrics  are  woven,  soya  beans,  and  timber. 
Building  Operations — Japanese  Post  Office. 

During  lOK;  the  Antuno-  branch  of  the  Bank  of  China  moved  into 
a.  coujuiodious  modern  building;  the  Superintendent  of  Chinese  Cus- 
toms transferi'ed  his  offices  to  a  modern  two-story  structure:  and  two 
new  silk  iilatures  were  erected,  which  should  increase  the  local  pro- 
duction of  '"•  tussah.""'  or  spun  silk.  Besides  these,  a  number  of  Chinese 
firms  erected  larger  and  more  suitable  workshops  and  office  l)uildyigs. 

In  the  Japanese  settlement  the  new  Japanese  post  and  telegra])h 
office  building  was  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $13,511.  It  houses  also  the 
local  Japanese  telephone  exchange.  The  floor  space  is  more  than 
1.000  srpuire  feet,  exclusive  of  a  receiving  and  dispatching  shed, 
with  an  additional  area  of  more  than  S.OOO  square  feet.  The  Yalu 
Timber  Co.  has  nearly  completed  its  large  warehouse. 
Exchange  Rate  Favors  Imports  from  Japan. 

In  191B  there  was  a  marked  rise  in  the  value  of  the  Antung  tael, 
the  unit  of  this  disti'ict.  when  exchanged  with  the  American  dollar 
and  the  Japanese  yen.    The  following  table  shows  this  increase: 


January.. 
February. 

March 

April 

May 

June 


American 
dollar. 

A  ntung 
laels. 
1.6182 
1.5719 
1.5089 
1.426S 
1.3-188 
1.4610 


Japanese 
yen. 


Antung 
laeh. 
0.  8067 
.  7s;6 
.  7522 
.7113 
.  6724 
.  72SS 


1916 


July 

August 

September. 
October. . . 
Xovember. 
December. 


American 
dollar. 

Antuny 
taels. 
1.48^8 
1.4208 
1.3424 
1.  3426 
1.  257.5 
1.1632 


Japanese 
yen. 

Antung 
laels. 
0.  7397 
.7083 
.6682 
.6693 
.6268 
.  5799 


"The  value  of  tho  haikwan  tad  used  in  this  report  is  $0,612  for  1915  :ind  ,|0.828::5  for 
1916. 
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Thi.s  sudden  adxance  in  the  local  inediuni  reflected  the  increased  value 
of  silver  in  exchange  with  gold  in  the  larger  money  markets  of  the 
world.  The  result  was  the  stimulation  of  imports  from  gold-standard 
countries  and  the  limitation  of  exports  of  local  produce  to  them. 

The  fax'orable  exchange  rate  materially  l)enefited  imports  from 
Japan.  As  practically  all  Japanese  goods  entering  southeastern  Man- 
churia come  by  rail,  they  wore  not  affected  by  the  high  ocean  freight 
rates  and  could  be  sold  at  normal  prices.  American  and  European 
merchandise  to  reach  this  market  had  to  be  carried  by  sea,  and,  con- 
sequently, could  be  marketed  only  at  considerably  increased  prices. 
The  Ja])anese  manufacturers  had  direct  representation,  ({uoted  prices 
"  delivered  at  Antung,'"  gave  adequate  credit,  and  delivered  goods 
promptly.  Their  American  and  European  rivals  were  not  directly 
represented,  usuallv  quoted  prices  f.  o.  b.  at  a  foreign  port,  gave  no 
credit,  and  could  not  make  prompt  delivery. 
Trade  Conditions  in  1916. 

The  year  1916  was  marked  by  a  steady,  although  gradual,  commer- 
cial growth  throughout  the  district,  and  especially  in  the  city  of 
Antung,  There  was  an  increase  of  $234,353,  or  61  per  cent,  over  1915 
in  the  revenue  collected  at  Antung  by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs 
Service.  The  larger  part  of  this,  however,  represents  import  duties 
collected  on  through  shipments  from  Jaixxn  to  Asiatic  Eussia. 

The  purchasing  power  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  was 
greatly  increased,  especially  during  the  last  four  months  of  1916,  by 
the  abnormal  harvests  and  by  the  favorable  exchange.  This  resulted 
in  a  material  advance  in  imports,  which  would  have  been  larger  but 
for  the  partial  failure"of  the  cocoon  crop  and  the  reduced  demand  for 
bean  cake  during  most  of  the  year. 

The  destruction  by  an  insect  pest  of  the  wild-oak  leaves,  on  which 
the  silkworms  are  fed,  reduced  the  production  of  cocoons  during  1916 
to  one-third  of  the  normal  output.  As  cocoons  and  silk  products 
have  previously  comprised  about  30  ])er  cent  of  the  total  value  of 
exports  from  this  district,  the  failure  of  the  cocoon  crop  largely  coun- 
teracted the  prosperity  caused  by  the  heavy  yield  of  soy  beans  and 
cereals. 
Summary  of  Maritime  Customs  Trade. 

During  1916  the  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  Antung  amoimted  to 
$23,979,512,  a  gain  of  $8,917,510  over  1915.  This  is  the  record  value 
of  trade  at  this  i^ort,  which  has  almost  trebled  since  1912.  The  steady 
increase  is  shoAvn  bv these  figures:  1912,  $8,126,000:  1913. $10,963,500; 
1914,  $13,810,952;  1915,  $15,062,002:  and  1916,  $23,979,512. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  gross  and  net  values  of  the  maritime 
customs  trade  of  Antuns:  in  1915  and  1916: 


Imports  and  exports. 


Imports  of  forntern  goods: 

From  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong. 
From  Chinese  ports 


Total,  foreign  imports , 

Hccxporls  of  foreign  goods: 

To  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong. 
To  Chinese  ports 

Total,  foreign  reexports 

Net  total  foreign  imports 

imports  of  Chinese  products 


1915 

1916 

$7,961,085 
571,493 

$14,  868, 002 
621,970 

8,532,578 

15,489,972 

201,913 
30,075 

144,743 
15,437 

231,988 

160,180 

8,300,590 

15,329,792 

1,140,002 

1,357,905 

CHINA AN  TUNG. 


Imports  and  exports. 


Reexports  of  Chinese  products: 

To  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong. 
To  Chinese  ports 


Total  Chinese  reexports. . . 
Net  total  Chinese  imports. 


Exports  of  Chinese  products  of  local  origin: 

To  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

To  Chinese  ports 


Total  exports  of  local  origin . . 
Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port. 


Net  value  of  the  trade  o/the  port 14,817,579    23,808,544 


Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  and 
exported  at  Antung  throuoh  the  Maritime  Customs  in  1915  and  19ir5 
are  shoAvn  in  the  f ollowins;  table : 


-Vrticles. 


1915 


Quantity. 


Foreign  cation  goods: 

Blankets number.. 

Camlirics, lawns,  and  muslins,  white,  dyed, 

and  printed pieces . . 

'•Lith— 

Japanese vards . . 

T  clotlis— 

Dyed,    and    Turkey    red    CJttons 

pieces . . 

Plain.  32  inches do 

Varn-dyed yards. . 

Crape,  .Tapanese '.do 

Prills- 

-Vmerican -.pieces. . 

Japanese do 

Flannelettes — 

Plain,  dyed,  and  printed pieces.. 

Yarn-dyed do 

Handkerchiefs dozens. . 

Italians,  Venetians,  and  lastings — 

Fi>jured pieces. . 

Plain,  fast  tilack do 

Plain,  colored do 

Jeans — 

English do 

Japanese do 

I'oplins— 

Figured do 

Plain,  CDlored do I 

Prints,  plain do 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain—  I 

.Vmerican do ' 

English do ( 

Japanese do i 

Shirtings,  plain —  1 

Dyed do ! 

Cray-  I 

.\merican do t 

Enjlish do I 

Japanese do i 

White do. ...  • 

'I'luead—  I 

In  halls pounds.. I 

On  spools gross.. 

Towels dozens. . ' 

Velvets  and  velveteens vards. . 

Yarn-  "  < 

Ctassed,  mercerized,  and  dyed.poimds..i 

Plain do — I 


.'lO,  383 

2,818 

44,970,778 


0,203 

6,822 

1,397,222 

ti4,S02 

3,545 
274,371 

35, 871 

15 

10, 780, 

1,956 
9,653 
24,810 

1.5,963 
181,378 

4,671 
547 


Value. 


18,050 

1,420 

718, 071 

5,398 

.    1,715 
9,805  I 
17,965  ! 
25,026  I 

37,000  ! 
8,959  i 
168,0(31  I 
16,102 

42,200  I 
,979,600  . 


$20, 684 
1,914 

1,982,985 


10,031 
7, 558 

61,166 
4,146 

9,845 
014, 101 

75,201 

35 

3, 137 

5,  .537 
:53,430 

71,692 

39, 25(> 
336, 613 

31,216 
2,315 


1910 


43,159 

3,. 546 

1.281,788 

13,063 

2,981 
22,281 
40,259 
04,288 

14,338 
13,329 
50,735 
3,008 

12, 169 
799,937 


Quantity. 


75,904 

3,  C«6 

48,404,799 


.8,914 

10,025 

3,614,976 

348,938 

2,880 
250,911 

54,271 
4,938 
2:5,084 

2,401 
4,427 
19,9:U 

.8,020 
227, 850 

3,927 
2,737 
3,3.51 

14,109 

5,322 

(■)02,202 

1 ,  06 1 

000 
5,367 
71,342 
.50,970 

15,333 

14,403 

207,352 

.51,074 

855,866 
8,3.39,733 


Value. 


«40, 029 

5, 515 

2.111,796 


22,298 

16,495 

217,  .590 

20,005 

10,783 

687,384 

169, 580 
18,100 

8, 118 

7,613 
20, 717 
67,343 

26,372 
.577,366 

29,945 
12, 724 
8, 1.8-1 

48,374 

18, 101 

1,666,303 

5,430 

1,920 

17,820 

207,990 

105, 800 

8, 247 
45, 574 
94,642 
10, 809 

347.669 
1,302,548 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS— continued. 

Cliiiiese  cotton  goods: 

Clotli.  fanc}' pieces. 

Drills. do . . . 

Nankeens pounds. 

Sheetings pieces. 

Shirtinu's,  gray do . . . 

Yarn pounds. 

Foreign  woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs do. .  . 

Clotti.  coatings,  and  .suitings yards. 

Lons  ells pieces. 

Yarn,  woolen  and  worsted pounds. 

Foreign  silk  piece  goods: 

Mixtures do. . . 

I'lain do. . . 

Chinese  silk  piece  goods do. . . 

Foreign  metals: 

Brass  bars,  sheets,  wire,  etc do. . . 

Copper  l)ars,  nails,  plates,  rods,  sheets,  and 
wire pounds. 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new- 
Bars  do . . . 

Nails  and  rivets do... 

Pipes,  tubes,  and  %vire do. . . 

Shpets  and  plates do. . . 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old do. . . 

Iron,  galvanized — 

Sheets do. . . 

Wire do... 

Iron  ore do . . . 

Foreign  sundries: 

Bags number . 

Beche  de  mer poimds. 

Boots  and  shoes pairs. 

Buttons,  brass  and  fancy gross. 

Candles. .' pounds . 

Cattle number. 

Cereals— 

Kice  and  paddy pounds. 

Other do. . . 

China  and  earthenware 

Cigarettes thousands. 

Cordage pounds. 

Fish  and  fish  products,  n.  e.  s do... 

Fruits,  fresh do. . . 

Furs pieces . 

Hides  and  skins pounds. 

Hosiery dozens . 

Indigo,  artificial poimds . 

Leather do... 

Matches gross. 

Medicines 

Oils- 
Kerosene — 

American gallons. 

Japanese do . . . 

Sumatra do. . . 

Lubricating do. . . 

Vegetable do . . . 

Paper  and  cardboard poimds . 

Softwood sq.  ft. 

Soy pomids . 

Stearin do . . . 

Sugar,  brown,  white,  and  refined do. . . 

Tobacco do... 

Wearing  apparel,  including  clothing,  hats, 

and  leather  gloves '. 

Chinese  sundries: 

Cigarettes pounds. 

Cotton,  raw do... 

Flour,  wheat do. 

Grass  cloth do. 

Leather do... 

Paper- 
First  quality do... 

Second  quality do    . 

Joss do. . . 

Rice  and  paddv do 

Tea— 

Blatx: do. . . 

Green do... 

Tobiioeo,  prepared do. .. 


Quantity. 


4,542 

8, 460 

329,066 

20, 142 

260 

68, 666 

14,528 

3,339 

444 

5,466 

1,049,466 
223, 466 
13, 866 

7,333 

5,200 

65,200 

215,066 

66,400 

91,  733 

1,856,533 

78, 266 

89, 466 

10, 764, 000 

3,241,737 
101,466 
23, 212 
23,272 
111,333 
2,763 

23, 867,  733 
953,065 


52, 653 

434, 400 

2,868,000 

1,033,733 

86. 655 
492,  266 

77, 0S4 
224, 933 

88, 933 
258, 724 


558, 310 
59,3.30 

661, 580 
23,118 


834, 266 

1,569,690 

354, 800 


4, 054, 399 
47, 466 


Value. 


100,066 

902, 266 

28, 289, 066 

31,200 

33,333 

217,733 

1,467,733 

120, 533 

538, 266 

139, 200 

2,133 

275, 733 


$5, 922 

4,484 

23,724 

4,975 

66,0:?1 

557,466 

56,504 

15,  ,302 

465 

240 

10,667 

70, 133 

5, 674 

20,704 

2,095 

19,4f8 

1,864 

340 

;i,55S 

4,000 

12,374 

710, 133 

4, 749 

261,066 

35, 490 

11,866 

598 

802 

1,200 
6,376 
1,650 
1.933 
16, 23S 

2,886 
2,581 


143,306 
14,959 
42,129 
2, 989 
6,904 
45,  6.54 

460, 058 
7, 866 
6, 910 
09, 696 
11,8.^4 
59,546 
14, 431 
30, 229 
67,212 
46,060 
67, 489 
.32, 928 
31, 624 
86,9.54 


70, 584 
7,186 

73, 852 
2,252 


84, 566 
17, 821 
8,901 


129, 199 
4,850 

260, 767 

24, 424 

80,063 

491,873 

10,832 

4,006 

14,814 
56,862 
15. 492 
20,383 

18, 594 

289 

30,985 


Quantity. 


Value. 


10,800 

36, 133 
297, 733 

56,532 

116,066 

1,843,. 333 

68,9.33 

52, 400 

65,990,133 

4, 207, 428 
128,. 533 
62,894 
83,360 
205, 733 
641 

31,256,266 
490,065 


144, 1.53 

508, 933 

2, 662, 400 

3, 982, 800 

123, 157 

485, 333 

581, 859 

96, 400 

1,216,666 

238, 281 


180, 620 

117,480 

728, 360 

18, 829 

208, 544 

1,272,133 

5,414,710 

491,066 

1,419,200 

3, 495, 065 

200, 933 


63,066 

1,151,466 

18,086,800 

52,933 

102, 800 

207, 733 

1,738,800 

120, 800 

461,066 

108, 933 
37,783 
180,000 


88, 747 
19,571 
154,920 
57,052 
996 
15,513 

13, 291 
17, 487 
2,335 
3,668 

12, 484 
13,  OK 
45,072 

35, 745 

2,532 

1,360 
15,637 
2,789 
4,427 
28, 217 

5, 043 
3,121 
70,380 

230, 197 
28,891 
93,466 
16,365 
21,:339 
15, 798 

827,927 
6,220 
20, 168 

187, 144 
26, 5  •:? 
87, 046 
80,849 
55, 774 
89,231 

557, 489 
61, 143 

019, 114 
46,771 

180, 475 


30,110 

19, 633 

119,037 

3,023 

163,690 

170,569 

50,  .571 

15, 795 

161,447 

147, 896 

28,  210 

1,071,740 

21,793 
167,719 
413,953 
23, 891 
21,754 

23.822 
105, 859 
24, 738 
12,820 

21,046 
6,876 
36,851 
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Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Bean  cake pounds. 

Beans do... 

Cereals: 

Corn do... 

Millet  and  kaoliang  (sorghum) do... 

Wlieat do . . . 

Coal tons. 

Coke do  - . . 

Flour,  w  heat pounds . 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures do . . . 

Medicines 

C)il,  bean pounds . 

Samshu do . . . 

Seeds,  sesame,  and  other do... 

Silk: 

Cocoons do . . . 

Ponsrees do... 

Raw,  wild,  not  filature do... 

Waste do... 

Timber: 

Hardwood nieces. 

Softwood .'.do . . . 

Poles number. 

Wool,  sheep's poimds . 

Yeasi do . . . 


Quantitu. 


Value. 


100, 509, 200 
45, 1.32, 400 

5,781,333 
31,034,000 


S825,  794 
451,024 


49,.35S 
;3.59,96U 


1910 


Quantity. 


189,099 
965 


744, 957 
4, 285 


269, 733 


1, 04-1, 400 
561, 466 
254, 6G6 

22,487,600 

22, 666 

1,194,266 

974, 533 

19,478 
442,508 
22, 767 
70, 266 
554, 266 


11,470 
20, 502 
:i2, 790 
20,617 
6, 182 

035, 492 

13,012 

008, 467 

223, 656 

28, 747 
S71, 881 
17,.v:0 
15,445 
14, 416 


98,  ms,  533 
36,190,932 

4, 290, 933 
1,687,7.33 
■     480, 266 

205, 287 

2,374 

4.010,933 

30S,  400 


Value. 


5,034,933 

198, 533 

1,839,466 

.3,237,000 

13  600 

605,066 

591, 7.33 

19,077 
569,997 

64, 714 
531,466 
225, 066 


§1,02.8,718 
.537, 172 

.55,978 
;{2,878 
10, 127 
1,2/^7,279 
15,522 
109,440 
13,416 
31,  .530 
271, 183 
12,950 
55, 71S 

612,260 

10,415 

870,732 

232, 617 

42, 790 

],o39,6,S4 

47,011 

139,  .390 

8,542 


Analysis  of  Imports — Shares  of  Principal  Countries. 

The  value  of  net  imports  during- 1910  was  $10,()7G,i)10,  an  increase  of 
$7,248,703  over  1915 ;  but  this  comparison  is  misleading  owing  to  the 
conversion  of  hailnvan  taels  into  American  dollars  at  the  rate  of 
<^0M'2  for  1915  and  $0.8283  for  191G.  Expressed  in  terms  of  haikwan 
taels,  the  Chinese  customs  unit  of  currency,  the  values  of  net  imports 
Avere  15.405,18r)  taels  for  1915  and  20,133.901  taels  for  1910,  a  smaller 
})ercentage  of  increase. 

Most  of  the  additional  value  in  1910  represents  the  large  shipments 
from  Japan  to  Russia  as  a  result  of  the  war.  Such  through  ship- 
ments are  liable  to  the  same  import  duty  as  goods  destined  for  con- 
sumption in  this  district.  In  time  the  Chinese,  Russian,  and  Japa- 
nese Governments  wdll  probably  arrange  for  these  goods  to  pass 
through  ]Manchuria  in  bond  and  without  paying  duty  to  the  Chi- 
nese customs,  so  the  greater  part  of  the  present  increase  in  the  value 
of  imports  should  be  considered  as  artificial  and  temporary;  but 
there  was  a  steady  and  normal  gain  in  those  imports  at  Antung  that 
Avere  actually  consumed  in  Manchuria. 

Since  1913  the  bulk  of  foreign  imports  have  been  brought  in  by 
the  Chosen  (Korea)  Railway,  being  of  Japanese  and  Korean  origin. 
Figures  showing  the  values  of  rail-borne  and  ocean-borne  foreign 
imports  are  not  available,  but  the  probable  value  of  the  rail  ship- 
ments is  not  far  from  95  per  cent  of  the  total.  Ocean-borne  imports 
of  foreign  and  native  goods  also  gained. 

There  are  no  available  statistics  giving  the  countries  of  origin  of 
goods  imported  into  Antung.  The  proportion  of  the  total  value 
of  imports  from  each  country  has  been  estimated  as  follows:  Japan, 
including  Chosen,  92  per  cent;  Great  Britain,  3  per  cent;  United 
States,  2  per  cent;  Dutch  East  Indies,  0.5  per  cent;  and  all  other 
countries,  2.5  per  cent.  Although  only  about  15  per  cent  of  the 
Japanese  goods  imported  at  Antung  are  consumed  in  this  district, 
practically  all  the  American  and  British  and  over  half  of  the  Dutch 
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East  Indian  products  are  sold  here.     Thus  the  disparity  between 
Japanese  and  other  imports  is  not  so  larope  as  a  cursory  examination 
of  the  figures  would  seem  to  indicate. 
Decreased  Sales  of  Kerosene. 

Kerosene  ad\anced  shari)ly  in  price  (hiriuo-  1!)1(;,  owing  to  the 
high  freight  rates,  and  there  was  a  corresponding  decline  in  sales 
of  the  cheaper  grades.  The  wealthier  classes  continue  to  use  the 
brands  to  which  they  are  accustomed,  regardless  of  fluctuations  in 
price,  so  that  the  better  grades  of  oil  were  less  affected.  Electric 
lights  Avere  installed  in  thousands  of  residences  and  places  of  bu.si- 
ness  in  Antung  city  that  had  previously  used  kerosene  as  an  ilhimi- 
nant. 

Of  the  728,360  gallons  of  Sumatra  oil  imported  during  191(j  ap- 
proximately 500,000  represent  one  shipment  made  in  October,  tliL» 
larger  part  of  Avhich  was  carried  over  to  1917;  at  the  end  of  th" 
year  the  stocks  of  American  kerosene  were  very  low. 

Reliable  estimates  place  the  actual  sale  of  Icerosene  in  this  district. 
at  approximately  1,000,000  gallons  during  1916,  as  compared  with  an 
average  of  1,200,000  gallons  annually  for  1914  and  1915.  Of  thi  ^ 
amount  approximately  500,000  gallons  were  American,  400,000  gal- 
lons Sumatra,  and  100,000  gallons  Japanese.  The  decrease  in  sales 
Avas  directly  due  to  the  advance  in  prices  and  occurred  almost  exclu- 
sively in  the  low^er  grades. 
American  Cotton  Goods  Decline. 

In  spite  of  the  unusually  favorable  exchange,  the  imports  of  cot- 
ton goods,  for  several  years  the  most  valuable  item  in  the  total  at 
Antung,  Avere  reduced  because  Manchurian  dealers  overstocked 
heavily  during  1915.  The  decrease  Avas  not  great  and  amounted  to 
only  31,934  pieces  of  sheetings,  shirtings,  drills,  jeans,  and  T  cloths. 
The  loss  was  heaviest  in  goods  of  American  make,  Avhich  decreased  25 
per  cent,  and  relatively  lightest  in  those  of  Japanese  origin,  Avhich 
decreased  only  1^  per  cent.  British  cotton  goods  declined  19  per  cent. 
Imports  of  Japanese  cotton  cloth,  a  A^ariety  of  short-lengths,  coarse 
sheeting  21  yards  by  18  inches  and  Aveighing  4|  pounds  to  the  piece, 
decreased  more  than  21  per  cent  in  1916. 

The  constantly  groAving  predominance  of  the  Japanese  cottons  is 
due  to  the  reduction  in  duty  on  goods  imported  into  Manchuria  from 
or  through  Chosen  (Korea),  to  the  loAver  throush  freight  rates  by 
rail  from  Jaj^an,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  efficient  direct  represen- 
tation throughout  Manchuria  by  the  Japanese  manufacturers. 

The  folloAving  table  of  imports,  by  countries,  during  the  last  fiA'e 
years,  of  the  most  important  lines  of  cotton  goods  shoAvs  the  present 
tendency : 


Classes  of  goods. 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


1910 


Shirtings,  sheetings,  drills,  jeans,  and  T 
cloths: 

Amoriean pieces.. 

British do 

Japanese do 

Japanese  cotton  eloLh yards. . 


C2, 225 

80, 829 

83,046 

270,502 


44,426 

80,282 

310, 984 

24,251,492 


32,878 

56,981 

1,054,505 

52, 582, 275 


23,336 

45, 820 

1, 207, 789 

61,483,861 


17,950 

38,208 

1,188,853 

48,469,743 


Manchurian  Flour  Replacing  Foreign  Brands. 

War  conditions  and  the  development  of  the  mills  at  Tiehling,  Har- 
bin, and  Changchun  have  completely  transformed,  the  flour  trade 
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of  Maiu'hitiiii.  Until  l!>l->  imich  fU)ur  wns  imported,  diidly  from  the 
Ignited  States;  but  since  then  the  European  demand  and  the  scarcity 
of  vessels  on  the  Pacific  has  left  this  market  to  'be  supplied  by 
Shanghai  and  by  Manchurian  mills.  The  change  in  the  source  of 
supply  is  evident  from  the  imi)oi-ts  at  Antung  for  the  last  four 
years:  Foreign  flour.  •J-2,Tr)3,838  pounds  in  1913.  9,(;'20.8()0  pounds  in 

1914.  none  in  1915.  and  10.060  pounds  in  1910;  native  Hour,  H.372.000 
pounds  in  1913,  15.()01.-200  pounds  in  1914.  l>9.289.0()0  pounds  in  1915, 
and  18,102,133  ])ounds  in  1910.  The  increased  output  of  the  Man- 
churian mills  is  shown  in  the  reduced  total  imports  of  Hour  for  1910, 
and  also  in  the  larger  imports  of  bags,  which  were  480,834  bags  in 
1913,  2,151,892  bags  in  1914,  3,241,737  bags  in  1915.  and  4.207,428 
bags  in  1910, 

Imports  of  Rice,  Matches,  Medicines,  and  Cigarettes. 

Imports  of  matches  from  Japan  and  Chosen  (Korea)  decreased 
from  258,724  gross  in  1915  to  238,281  gross  in  1910,  owing  to  the  in- 
creased demand  in  the  United  States  and  to  the  better  prices  obtain- 
able there. 

Kice  imports  from  Chosen  increased  from  23,807,733  pounds  in 
1915  to  31,250,200  pounds  in  1910;  from  central  and  South  China 
ports  there  Avas  a  decrease  from  538,260  pounds  to.  401.000  pounds, 
caused  by  the  unusually  abundant  crops  in  Chosen,  advanced  ocean- 
freight  rates  along  the  China  coast,  and  the  exchange  rate,  Avhich 
made  the  cost  of  Chosen  rice  less  than  that  of  the  South  China 
product. 

The  value  of  foreign  medicines  imported  at  Antnng  increased 
from  $80,954  during  1915  to  $180,475  dui-ing  1910,  a  gain  of  more 
than  107  per  cent,  occasioned  by  tlie  large  shipments  from  Japan  to 
Russia,  subject  to  import  duty  at  Antung. 

The  imports  of  foreign  cigarettes  in  1910)  were  144,153,000,  a  gain 
of  more  that  200  per  cent  over  1915.  occurring  almost  entirely  in 
Japanese  and  Korean  cigarettes  and  occasioned  by  the  loAver  duty 
and  freight  rates  and  by  the  unusual  vigor  Avitb  which  the  actual 
marketing  was  pushed. 

Export  Trade  One-Third  Larger. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Antung  was  $7,131,634  in  1910,  as 
compared  with  $5,889,422  in  1915,  a  gain  of  $1,742,212,  or  32  })er 
cent.  Approximately  45  per  cent  of  these  exports  originated  in  this 
district,  the  remainder  having  been  ]irodnced  in  the  sections  served 
by  the  South  Manchuria  Railway. 

The  percentage  of  the  value  of  the  ex})ort  trade  of  Antung,  to  be 
credited  to  each  of  the  five  items  that  together  constituted  97  per 
cent  of  the  total  in  1915  and  91  per  cent  in  1910,  is  as  follows:  Beans 
and  bean  products,  24  per  cent  in  1915,  and  20  per  cent  in  f910:  silk 
products,  33  and  24  per  cent;  timber.  17  and  23  per  cent:  coal.  14  and 
17  per  cent :  and  cereals,  9  and  1  per  cent. 
High  Prices  of  Silk  and  Cocoons. 

The  deinand  f<u"  i)ongee  fabrics  in  America  and  Europe,  strong  in 

1915,  steadily  increased  during  l!)10  aiul  made  very  firm  the  market 
for  raw  cocoons  and  tussah,  or  spuji  silk.  The  growing  popularity 
of  pongee  fabrics  is  due  to  their  peculiar  strength  and  long-wearing 
qualities,  which  render  them  suitable  for  wearing  appai'cl  and,  in 
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certain  weiofhts.  for  military  use.  The  larger  part  of  the  tussah, 
or  spun  yilk,  went  to  Chinese  and  Japanese  ports  for  reexport  to 
America  and  Ein-ope ;  most  of  the  cocoons  were  purchased  by  Chef oo 
filatures. 

During  the  year  there  were  7  large  and  10  small  silk  filatures  in 
operation  in  Antung,  enij)loying  from  100  to  30  workmen,  according 
to  size.  These  establishments  were  able  to  continue  their  production 
despite  the  partial  failure  of  the  autumn  cruj)  of  cocoons,  because 
their  supply  of  raw  cocoons  had  l)een  purchased  in  the  autumn  of 
1915  and  the  spring  of  1910,  when  the  crops  were  excellent. 

The  strong  demand  and  the  short  crop  of  cocoons  combined  to 
raise  prices  to  record  heights.  According  to  the  customs  valuations 
.  raw  silk  increased  from  $0.51  per  pound  in  1915  to  $1,27  in  1916, 
and  cocoons  from  $83  per  short  ton  to  $235.  Owing  to  this  large 
increase  in  price  the  value  of  the  total  exports  of  silk  and  silk  prod- 
ucts decreased  by  only  $57,252  fi-om  1915. 

Exports  of  Beans  and  Bean  Products. 

The  exports  of  beans,  bean  cake,  and  bean  oil  in  1910  increased 
07  per  cent  over  1915.  The  quantities  shipped  during  the  last  four 
years  are  given  in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1910 

Beaus  .         .        

Pounds. 
15, 233, 200 
72,044,400 
384, 133 

Pounds. 
26,909,600 
55,170,060 
329,060 

Pounds. 

45, 132, 400 

100, 509, 200 

1, 044, 400 

Pounds. 
36,190,932 
98,508,533 
5,034,933 

Bean  oil 

The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  beans  and  bean  cake  was  caused 
l)y  the  poor  crop  of  1915,  the  high  exchange  value  of  Chinese  cur- 
rency in  1910,  reduced  purchases  of  bean  cake  for  fertilizer  by 
Japanese  farmers,  and  a  shortage  of  rolling  stock  on  the  Chosen 
railways. 

The  apparent  contradiction  of  an  unusually  large  crop  of  beans 
accompanied  ])y  a  decline  in  exports  is  explained  by  the  fact  tliat, 
owing  to  the  poor  transportation  facilities,  beans  are  not  brought 
down  from  collection  centers  in  the  interior  until  the  spring  after 
they  are  harvested.  The  large  quantities  produced  in  1910  will  not 
reach  the  marker  at  Antung  until  April  or  May,  lf)17. 

Bean  Cake  Sent  to  Japan  and  Oil  to  United  States. 

As  bean  cake  is  a  by-product  of  bean  oil  the  exports  of  these  two 
articles  usually  folloAv  the  same  trend;  but  in  1910  the  shipments 
of  bean  cake  decreased  by  1.94(),0()7  pounds  fi'om  1915,  and  those  of 
bean  oil  increased  by  3,990,533  pounds. 

The  demand  from  Japan  for  bean  cake  for  fertilizer,  usually 
strongest  during  the  first  three  (luarters  of  the  year,  did  not  arise 
until  the  last  quarter  of  1910,  during  two  months  of  which  the 
port  of  Antung  was  closed  by  ice.  As  bean  cake  is  a  bulky  cargo, 
nearly  always  shipped  by  sea.  this  late  Japanese  demand  tended 
to  divert  the  supply  usually  exported  through  Antung  to  Dairen, 
whose  harbor  is  oi)en  throughout  the  year,  and  this  was  further 
accentuated  by  a  serious  shortage  of  rolling  stock  on  the  Chosen 
railways.  A  strong  American  demand  for  bean  oil  caused  an  un- 
usually large  proportion  of  the  product  of  southern  Manchuria  to 
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pass  tliroii«?li  Antiing-  to  Jai)an,  whence  it  was  iilliiiiately  shipped 
to  United  States  Pacitic  ports. 

The  poor  crop  of  beans  in  the  autiunn  of  1915  and  the  strong 
demand  for  bean  oil  throughout  lUlG  made  the  prices  of  beans, 
bean  cake,  and  bean  oil  considerably  higher. 

During-  191G,  there  were  12  small  bean-oil  mills,  11  Chinese  and 
1   Japanese,  operated  in  Antung.     The  output  of  these  represents 
but  a  small  part  of  the  bean  oil  and  bean  cake  exported  tlirough 
Antung. 
Timber  Industry  Active — Sawmills. 

The  value  of  the  timber  exports  at  Antung  in  lOlt;  gained 
$710,983,  or  77  per  cent,  over  1915.  The  number  of  logs  iloated 
down  the  Yalu  Eiver  to  Antung  was  50  per  cent  greater  than  in 
1915,  but  slightly  smaller  than  in  the  record  year  1914.  The  sys- 
tem of  measurement,  in  which  the  unit,  called  a  lien,  is  a  length 
of  8  Chinese  feet  (9  feet  4i  inches  American)  regardless  of  diameter, 
makes  impossible  an  exact  statement  of  the  quantity  in  terms 
usually  employed  in  the  United  States;  it  Avas  approximately 
156,980,000  feet. 

Owing  to  high  trans-Pacific  freight  rates  and  the  consequent 
scarcity  of  American  Pacific  coast  timber  in  China  markets,  the 
demand  for  Yalu  timber  in  Northern  and  Central  China  ports  was 
strong  throughout  the  j'ear.  and  the  prevailing  prices  were  higher 
than  heretofore. 

The  sawmill  industry  at  Antung  was  increased  in  the  spring  of 
1916  by  the  addition  of  the  Yahi,  larger  and  much  better  equipped 
than  the  other  local  mills. 

Trade  With  United  States. 

As  in  1915,  there  were  no  direct  shipments  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States  or  its  possessions,  because  of  the  lack  of  direct  ship- 
ping facilities  and  the  fact  that  local  Chinese  firms  are  not  equipped 
to  export  to  western  countries,  and  consequently  sell  to  larger  con- 
cerns in  the  principal  Chinese  and  Japanese  ports  which  reexport  to 
America  and  Europe.  Probabl}^  the  only  ju'oducts  of  this  district 
that  are  ultimatelj'^  consumed  in  the  United  States  are  pongee  silk 
and  soya-bean  oil.  As  there  are  practically  no  domestic  looms  that 
weave  pongee  fabrics  and  cocoons  form  too  bulky  a  cargo  to  be 
shipped  far  before  being  woven,  the  silk  products  of  this  district — 
cocoons  and  spun  silk  thread — are  usually  manufactured  at  Chefoo 
or  Shanghai,  or  else  in  Japan,  before  being  sent  to  American  mar- 
kets. 

The  principal  American  goods  imported  into  this  district  have  been 
kerosene,  cotton  piece  goods,  and  flour.  Increasingly  keen  compe- 
tition and  the  war  have  permitted  only  kerosene  to  hold  its  own ; 
American  cotton  piece  goods,  from  conunanding  the  nuirket  a  few 
yeai*s  ago,  constituted  a  negligible  percentage  in  1916;  and  imports 
of  American  flour  have  practically  ceased. 
American  Trade  Extension  in  Manchuria. 

There  is  little  probability  under  existing  conditions  of  American 
manufacturers  capturing  or  holding  any  appreciable  share  of  the 
trade  in  this  district  save  in  those  lines  in  which  Japanese  manufac- 
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turers  do  not  compete,  and  the  reason  is  found  in  the  great  advan- 
laii'cs  of  o-('oyi  apliical  proxiniitv,  special  transjiort  rates,  lower 
inipoi't  duty,  and  direct  local  representation  wliich  the  Japanese 
uianufactni-ers  enjoy  and  which  their  American  rivals  do  not. 

An  American  manufacturer  who  tries  to  reach  a  Chinese  customer 
unac(i|uainted  with  the  Enojlish  language  l)v  means  of  a  catalogue 
in  English,  quoting  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  is  not  likely  to  succeed 
in  competing  with  his  Japanese  rival,  who  has  a  Chinese-speaking 
representative  with  samples  on  the  ground  and  who  quotes  prices 
ex-warehouse  Antung. 

In  considering  how  this  difficulty  may  be  overcome  it  is  obvious 
that  it  would  onl}'  pay  a  firm  having  extensive  sales  in  Manchuria 
to  maintain  a  local  representative,  and  that  other  firms  could  have 
])roper  representation  only  by  giving  agencies  or  by  combining  to 
maintain  their  own  resident  salesman.  Agencies  placed  in  the  hands 
of  European  or  Japanese  firms  too  frequently  are  either  neglected, 
owing  to  the  natural  preference  given  to  goods  originating  in  the 
agents'  own  countries,  or  are  accepted  merely  to  prevent  rival  goods 
fi-om  getting  on  the  market. 

Until  some  better  plan  is  devised  the  best  method  of  marketing 
American  goods  in  Manchuria  is  through  the  large  American  import 
firms  in  Shanghai  and  Tientsin. 

Shipping  at  Antung. 

Ocean  steamers  were  unable  in  191G  to  come  up  the  Yalu  River 
as  far  as  the  water  front  at  Antung  except  when  the  tides  were  un- 
usually favorable,  and  were  compelled  to  anchor  at  San-tao-lang-tou, 
a  subanchorage  G-|  miles  below  I'he  city.  This  necessitated  lightering 
all  cargo  and  caused  much  delay  and  expense  in  loading  and  dis- 
charging vessels.  Lack  of  funds  prevented  operations  during  the 
year  on  the  projected  conservancy  Avorks  for  remedying  this  incon- 
venience. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  steamers  and  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  clearing  the  port  in  1916,  The  total 
tonnage  remained  practically  the  same.  Except  a  few  vessels  of 
1,500  to  2,000  tons  trading  Avith  Shanghai,  Tsingtau,  and  South  China 
ports,  the  steamers  coming  to  Antung  are  small  coasting  vessels. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  vessels,  with  their 
tonnage,  clearing  the  port  of  Antung  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Vessels. 

1915 

1916 

Mumber. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Sloaraers: 

Japanese 

201 
71 
21 

,93,715 
41,669 
21, 125 

164 
66 
34 

67, 274 

42,284 
41,819 

Urit  Jsh 

Total 

293 

184 

156,509 
5,606 

264 
312 

151,377 
10,254 

Railing  vessels 

(irand  total 

477 

162,115 

576 

161,631 
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Revenues  from  Maritime  Customs. 

The  increase  in  the  vahie  of  the  trade  of  Antunii;  brought  a  gain 
in  the  revenue  collected  by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  of  $234,353, 
or  more  than  61  per  cent.  This  has  advanced  Antung  to  a  higher 
place  among  the  Chinese  ports  in  point  of  the  amount  of  revenue 
collected. 

The  following  table  shows  the  collections  and  sources  for  the  last 
two  years : 


» 

1915 

1916 

Dues  and  duties. 

Japanese 
vessels. 

All  other. 

Total. 

$218,545 

151,935 

5,lfi0 

2, 0S3 

$415,937 

107,419 

1,993 

1,838 

$6,943 
71,4S2 

4,499 
934 

4, 1R6 

S422,880 

178,901 

6,492 

2,772 

Transit 

Total 

3,135 

4  166 

380,858 

527, 187 

88,024 

615,211 

Trade  of  Tattingkow — Clearances, 

The  commerce  of  Tatungkow,  a  small  port  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yalu  River  open  to  foreign  trade,  increased  slightly  in  value  during 
1916.  Imports  were  $53,298,  against  $21,166  in  1915;  exports  de- 
creased from  $20,274  in  1915  to  $17,682  in  1916. 

The  fluctuations  in  the  trade  of  this  port  are  occasioned  by  micer- 
tainty  as  to  when  the  Yalu  will  freeze  over.  If  a  vessel  bound  for 
Antung  finds  on  its  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  it  is  unsafe 
to  proceed  upstream  to  Antung  its  cargo  is  usually  discharged  at 
Tatungkow. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  principal 
articles  imported  at  Tatungkow  from  foreign  countries  and  Chinese 
ports,  and  the  principal  articles  exported  to  foreign  countries  and 
Chinese  ports  during  1915  and  1916: 


Articles 


1915 


1916 


Quantity.    Value.    Quantity.    Value 


IMPORTS. 

Foreign: 

Indieo,  artificial pounds . . 

Kerosene — 

.American gallons.. 

Sumatra do 

Sugar,  refined pounds. . 

Chinese: 

Pai)er,  second  quality do 

EXPORTS. 

Bean  cake pounds. , 

Beans : do 

Corn do 

Silk,  cocoons,  wild do 

Timber,  poles number . , 


2,933 

45, 700 
35, 500 
37,466 

118,533 


1,366,266 

1,046,666 

307,600 

20,400 


S2,019 

6,450 
4,  .•'76 
1,204 


5,564 
10,978 
2,625 
1,107 


28,500 

2,000 

27,066 

18,266 


1,866 
930, 9:« 
285,066 


847,213 
3,313 
1,177 

1,040 


28 
13,735 
2,697 


21,970 


1,052 


The  total  lumber  of  vessels  clearing  at  the  port  of  Tatungkow  in 
1916  under  general  regulations  was  18.  of  which  8  were  Japanese  and 
10  Chinese,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  5,356. 
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DAIREN. 

By  Coudul  Atlolph  A.  'WilliiiinMoii. 

In  many  ways  lOK)  was  a  good  year  for  the  port  of  Dairen.  The 
total  ChiiK'se  customs  colloctions  exceeded  those  for  1915  by  one-sixth, 
but  the  vahie  of  the  haikwan  tael  lias  risen  so  that  the  gain  will  ap- 
pear much  gieater  when  the  figures  are  converted  into  United  States 
gold  dollars.  Most  of  the  increase  was  in  exports  of  agricultural 
proihicts. 

Dairen  is  a  natural  entrepot  for  Manchuria, and  most  of  the  beans 
and  cereals  produced  there  are  shipped  through  this  port.  Although 
certain  measures  have  resulted  in  diverting  much  traffic  to  the  Chosen 
route,  the  geographical  position  of  Dairen  is  too  strong  for  such 
action  to  have  a  material  effect  upon  its  trade. 

The  indications  are  that  the  port  of  Dairen  will  become  increas- 
ingly important  in  the  near  future,  since  soya-bean  oil  is  growing  as 
an  export  to  the  United  States.  The  demand  for  this  article  is  so 
great  as  to  counteract  all  the  war-time  restrictions  on  business.  The 
trade  is  limited  only  b}^  the  ability  of  the  port  to  deliver,  the  lack  of 
tonnage  being  the  greatest  obstacle  to  trade  with  the  United  States. 
Kaoliang  also  is  becoming  an  important  export  to  America.  More- 
over, the  war  has  made  that  country  the  chief  source  of  China's  im- 
ports, though  the  lack  of  ships  has  been  a  serious  drawback.  With 
restrictions  on  imports  to  Russia  via  Vladivostok  becoming  more 
and  more  severe,  business  with  Russia  via  Dairen  will  probably 
increase,  though  the  inability  of  the  Russian  railways  to  handle 
the  business  offered  is  an  obstacle  to  trade  by  this  route  as  well  as  by 
Vladivostok.  The  parcel-post  business,  which  has  grown  to  huge 
proportions  since  the  advance  of  freight  rates  and  the  growth  of 
land  transportation  difficulties,  is  already  restricted;  and  there  are 
indications  that  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  will  have  to  limit 
the  freight  accepted  for  Russia. 

Imports  for  Russia. 

The  business  in  imports  destined  for  Russia  was  much  cramped  by 
the  lack  of  facilities  on  the  Russian  railways,  particularly  between 
Changchun  and  Harbin.  The  port  of  Vladivostok  was  unable  to 
handle  the  traffic  directed  through  it,  and  regulations  limiting  im- 
ports there  practically  to  Government  business  Avere  introduced  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  old  difficulty  of  lack  of  cars  on  the  Chinese  East- 
ern Railway  is  not  yet  overcome  and  is  at  the  root  of  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  sending  goods  via  Dairen.  The  congestion  at  Chang- 
chun was  very  great  during  the  latter  half  of  the  .year,  and  was  the 
subject  of  negotiation  between  the  (Tovernment  General  of  the  Leased 
Teri-itory  and  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway  officials.  As  a  result  of 
these  negotiations,  a  larger  number  of  freight  cars  was  finally  as- 
signed to  the  Changchun-Harbin  Railway,  and  this,  together  with 
quicker  handling  of  the  cars,  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  the  conges- 
tion toward  the  end  of  the  year,  but  not  in  the  removal  of  the  diffi- 
culty. Added  congestion  at  Changchun  was  avoidecl^only  by  the 
refusal  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  to  take  any  ffrge  consign- 
ment of  goods  for  that  destination  until  it  received  notice  that  the 
Russian  railway  was  i)repared  to  receive  it  and  take  it  away.  Small 
consignments,  however,  have  been  gianled  facilities. 
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IMucli  the  same  difficiiltv  lias  ))een  exi)erieiK-o(l  bv  the  post  oflico  in 
connection  with  the  business  in  parcels,  which  rapidly  assmuefl  huge 
proportions  as  soon  as  the  ordinary  railway  traflic  l)e<>an  to  he  lim- 
ited. The  Russian  railways  were  unable  to  set  aside  suflicient  cars 
for  the  i)arcel  post,  and  there  have  been  various  limitations  on  the 
number  of  packages  received  by  the  post  office,  not  only  in  ]SIanchuria 
but  in  Japan. 

New  Railway  Policy. 

On  November  20,  1016,  a  new  system  of  reduced  rates  on  through 
goods  Avas  put  into  operation  by  which  a  combined  rate  on  such  goods 
for  the  three  railways  concerned  was  declared  and  was  made  appli- 
cable to  through  goods  to  and  from  Japan  only,  and  only  via  Chosen. 
This  new  system  seems  to  herald  the  abandonment  of  Dairen  as  the 
base  of  Japanese  operations  in  INIanchuria  and  makes  Chosen  the  new 
base.  The  move  met  with  great  opposition  by  the  business  interests  at 
Dairen,  and  representations  were  made  to  the  Government  protesting 
against  the  abandonment  of  Dairen,  where  much  capital  had  been 
invested,  it  Avas  said,  on  the  strength  of  Dairen's  fixed' position  as  the 
Japanese  entrepot  and  center  of  activity.  Ever  since  the  through- 
goods  reduced  rates  were  first  introduced,  in  1914.  the  question  of 
their  continuance  or  alteration  has  been  considered  a  vital  matter  to 
this  port  as  well  as  to  foreign  business  in  Manchuria. 

New  Rates  and  Their  Effects. 

The  rates  on  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  line  from  Antung 
to  Mukden,  though  not  mentioned  separately  in  the  new  tariff,  are 
practically  reduced  to  30  per  cent  of  the  former  ordinary  rate. 
While  the  soya-bean  business  is  not  much  affected  by  the  new  rates, 
certain  industries  that  were  growing  np  at  Dairen  have  been  totally 
ruined,  among  them  a  bone-meal  and  glue  factory  that  had  just 
received  a  Government  subsidy  and  had  been  equipped  with  Ameri- 
can machinery  of  the  latest  type  through  the  efforts  of  this  consu- 
late. This  factory  will  probably  move  farther  north  to  Mukden  or 
beyond,  so  as  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  new  rates.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  say  what  effect  the  new  rates  will  have  on  trade  in  gen- 
eral, except  that  they  will  strengthen  the  position  of  Antung  as  an 
entrepot  for  Manchuria  which  that  port  has  occupied  since  the  re- 
duced-rate sA'stem  first  went  into  effect.  With  the  increase  of  wheat 
as  a  staple  crop  and  the  growth  of  the  milling  industry  at  Tiehling 
and  other  places  in  North  Manchuria,  the  American  flour  trade  will 
suflFer,  as  noted  in  the  report  for  1915,  and  this  falling  off  will  ex- 
tend to  Japan  and  possibly  other  parts  of  the  Far  East.  It  is  also 
to  be  noted  that,  whereas  under  the  system  just  abolished,  all  foreign 
trade  was  more  or  less  open  to  receive  the  benefits  of  through  rates, 
under  the  new  system  the  through  goods  nnist  originate  as  freight  at 
certain  specifically  named  points  of  shipment  in  Japan  and  must  be 
shipped  through  Chosen  to  specified  points  in  Manchuria,  the  reverse 
being  the  case  for  exports  of  Manchurian  origin.  American  ex- 
porters to  Manchuria  may  be  able  to  make  use  of  the  new  through 
rates,  however,  as  Moji,  Shimonoseki,  Osaka,  and  Kobe  are  among 
the  specified  points  of  shipment  and  destination  in  Japan  to  Avhich 
they  apply,  and  among  the  articles  listed  arc  certain  kinds  of  iron 
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nnd   steel   manufactures    (except   niachinery),   leather   goods,   toilet 
articles,  etc. 

Soon  after  the  new  rates  went  into  operation  complaints  were 
heard  a<>ainsl  the  inability  of  the  Chosen  Railway  to  handle  the 
tranie.  t]iouo:h  the  quantity  was  not  such  as  Avould  have  taxed  the 
facilities  of  Dairen.  Undoubtedly  many  improvements  will  have  to 
be  made  in  the  facilities  at  the  command  of  the  Chosen  Railway,  par- 
tictdarly  at  the  i^ort  of  Fusan. 
Reported  Change  in  Changchun-Harbin  Eailroad — New  Line. 

The  Russo-Japanese  agreement,  concluded  in  July,  1916,  carried 
with  it  a  sujjplementary  agreement  for  the  transfer  to  Japan  of  the 
southern  half  of  the  Changchun-Harbin  Railway,  according  to  the 
published  reports:  but  nothing  has  yet  been  done  toward  carrying 
out  this  part  of  the  agreement. 

A  railroad  is  planned  to  connect  Ssupingkai  on  the  South  Man- 
churia Railway  with  Chengchiatun.     It  is  to  be  built  with  Chinese 
and  Japanese  capital  and  control.     Something  has  been  done  toward 
])rc))aring  the  Avay,  but  no  rails  have  been  laid. 
Decrease  in  Shipping  and  Its  Cause. 

A  movement  aimed  to  attract  shipping  companies  to  ports  in 
Chosen  was  inaugurated,  and  it  has  had  more  or  less  effect  upon  the 
shipping  registered  at  Dairen.  Chiefly  as  a  result  of  this  movement 
10  vessels  of  over  1,000  tons  changed  their  register  to  Chosen  ports, 
and  the  number  of  such  vessels  registered  at  Dairen  was  reduced  by 
the  end  of  October,  191G,  to  61  vessels,  totaling  196,508  tons,  from 
74  vessels,  registering  211,925  tons,  in  January.  Several  of  the 
changes  were  made  to  Fusan  and  others  to  Chemulpo.  The  induce- 
ments offered  by  the  Chosen  Government  were  low  tonnage  dues  and 
freedom  from  import  duties  on  such  vessels,  and  also  the  right  to 
enter  Japanese  ports  as  Japanese  vessels  and  to  engage  in  the  Jap- 
anese coasting  trade.  The  local  Japanese  shipping  companies  started 
a  movement  to  have  the  Government  General  in  Dairen  reduce  ton- 
nage dues  and  other  charges,  but  this  proposition  did  not  meet  with 
success,  though  a  reduction  in  the  overhauling  rales  was  secured. 

In  December,  1916,  the  local  shipping  conqianies  having  ileets  of 
over  10,000  tons  wei-e  as  follows:  Kishimoto  vSteamship  C^o.,  7  vessels, 
30,893  tons;  K3^oto  Kisen  Kaisha,  5  vessels,  2(),0SS  tons;  Tatsuma  & 
Co.,  3  vessels,  11,996  tons;  Dairen  Kisen  Kaislia,  6  vessels,  10,674 
tons;  Kawachi  &  Co.,  3  vessels,  10,662  tons. 

Most  of  the  shipping  ctmiing  to  Dairen  continues  in  the  hands  of 
the  Japanese.  The  number  of  British  vessels  that  enter  has  been 
growing  steadily  less,  and  practically  the  only  vessels  leaving  here 
with  cargo  for  Europe  are  those  of  the  Danish  East  Asiatic  Co., 
which  usuall}'  go  by  way  of  Panama.  It  seems  doubtful  Avhether 
these  steamers  will  continue  to  call  here  much  longer,  in  which  case 
exports  to  Europe  will  cease  or  will  be  restricted  to  Japanese  vessels. 
In  any  event,  the  imi)ortance  of  the  American  market  has  overshad- 
owed Europe  for  the  present,  so  that  the  lack  of  shipping  for  Europe 
will  not  gieatly  hurt  the  export  trade. 
Soya-Bean  Business  in  1916. 

The  soya-bean  industry  has  proved  itself  invaluable  to  the  port  of 
Dairen.     It  ccntinues  to  be  the  important  business  of  Manchuria, 
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although  the  country  is  opening  out  to  commerce  and  other  industries 
promise  to  grow  up  in  the  near  future. 

In  1916  the  bean  business  passed  through  several  more  or  less 
severe  crises.  When  1915  came  to  a  close  the  mills  were  working  at 
top  speed,  and  the  wharves  wore  piled  up  with  goods  awaiting  ship- 
ment. At  one  time  300,000  tons  of  goods  were  awaiting  exportation. 
All  prices  were  high,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year;  and  while 
the  mills  received  more  for  their  output,  they  had  to  pay  more  for 
the  beans.  Numerous  causes  operated  against  the  local  mills.  Vladi- 
vostok put  into  operation  certain  regulations  that  practically  stopped 
the  exportation  of  beans  from  that  port  to  Europe,  and  Japan 
received  most  of  the  bean  exports  from  Vladivostok. 
Beau  Cake  Cheap  and  Plentiful, 

At  one  time  bean  cake  actually  sold  in  Japan  for  about  G  sen  (3 
cents)  apiece  less  than  it  cost  the  mills  here  to  produce  them.  _  The 
number  of  steamers  calling  at  Dairen  fell  otf  and  the  remainder 
raised  their  freight  rates,  so  that  the  cakes  accumulated  on  the 
wharves  much  faster  than  they  could  be  shipped.  Restrictions  were 
placed  on  the  mills  by  the  wharf  authorities  and  the  millers'  union, 
and  one  manufacturer  was  punished  for  making  a  false  declaration 
of  his  output  and  his  allowance  of  space  at  the  wharves  was  cut 
down.  The  price  of  cake  for  rice  fertilizer  could  not  be  brought  low 
enough,  in  comparison  with  the  rice  itself,  to  make  transactions  possi- 
ble, and  the  only  thing  that  finallj'  caused  local  stocks  to  be  disposed 
of  was  the  rise  in  the  price  of  other  manures  in  Japan.  Bean  cake  is 
said  to  have  been  used  as  a  fertilizer  for  tea,  mulberry  trees,  and 
indigo,  before  the  rice-cultivation  season  came  in.  Silk  having 
brought  good  prices  in  Japan,  the  sericulturists  are  said  to  have 
bought  heavily  of  bean  cake  as  a  fertilizer  for  mulberry  plantations. 
By  May  the  local  mills  had  reduced  their  output  to  about  half  their 
capacity.  The  excess  in  production  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  despite  the  demand  of  the  rice-cultiva^ 
tion  season  (May  and  June)  many  mills  remained  closed,  or  practi- 
cally so,  during  the  summer,  and  the  acceptance  of  cake  for  mixed 
storage  by  the  wharf  office  was  suspended  from  July  1  to  Septem- 
ber 30. 

Stimulation  of  Oil  and  Cake  Output  by  American  Orders. 

When  the  new  bean  crop  came  in,  orders  from  the  United  States 
for  large  quantities  of  oil  were  said  to  have  been  received  by  local 
firms.  These  circumstances,  with  the  high  price  of  silver,  contributed 
to  put  the  mills  into  full  operation  in  the  fall,  and  though  bean  cake 
remained  sluggish  the  mills  worked  to  the  limit.  Orders  from  For- 
mosa for  cake  relieved  the  situation  somewhat,  but  the  millers  did 
not  seem  to  care  whether  they  got  am^thing  for  the  cake  or  not.  B}' 
the  end  of  the  year  local  mills  were  putting  out  cake  and  oil  consid- 
erably in  excess  of  their  production  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  1915. 

New  Method  of  Utilizing  Residue  from  Oil  Manufacture. 

The  question  of  utilizing  the  cake  that  is  a  necessary  result  of  the 
local  method  of  expressing  oil  has  always  been  difficult.  The  demand 
for  cake  is  much,  smaller  than  the  demand  for  oil.    The  Nisshiii  Bean 
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Mill  lias  heirun  to  experiment  with  new  machines  by  which  plates  are 
produced  instead  of  cakes.  These  plates  are  small,  20  by  12  inches  by  1 
inch:  and  by  inanufactiiring  them  instead  of  cake  a  higher  yield  of 
oil  is  .-aid  t()  be  obtained,  while  the  plates  are  said  to  be  more  suitable 
for  cattle  feed  than  the  cake.  The  matter  is  still  an  experiment, 
however,  and  none  of  the  other  mills,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  aware, 
has  fcHlowed  the  lead  of  the  Nisshin  Bean  Mill.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Nisshin  Bean  Mill,  held  in  Tokyo, 
a  net  profit  of  22.8  per  cent  was  shown  and  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent 
declared.  The  Suzuki  Mill  has  doubled  its  capacity,  according  to 
the  original  agreement  of  the  owners  when  they  purchased  it  from 
the  South  Manchuria  Railway.  The  mill  was  built  by  the  railway 
company  as  an  experiment  and  uses  the  benzine  extraction  process, 
producing  meal  instead  of  cake. 

Hardened-oil  and  Fatty-acid  Industries. 

The  subscription  list  of  shares  in  the  Dairen  Oil  &  Fat  Industry 
Co.,  o])ened  to  the  ptiblic,  Avas  announced  to  begin  February  10  and  to 
close  on  February  15.  The  capital  of  the  firm  was  1.000,000  yen 
($498,500),  and  there  were  to  be  20,000  shares  at  50  yen  ($24.93) 
each,  but  17,000  shares  were  taken  up  by  the  promoters  and  only  3,000 
opened  to  the  public.  Shortly  after  the  list  closed  it  was  announced 
that  the  amount  had  been  overscribed  more  than  one  hundred  times, 
and  all  reports  had  not  yet  come  in  at  that  time.  The  3,000  shares 
were  finally  distributed  by  allotment  according  to  the  amount  oifered 
by  the  subscriber. 

By  September  10  the  buildings  and  construction  work  for  the  com- 
pany had  been  completed,  and  on  October  6  the  ceremony  of  building 
the  first  fires  in  the  grates  was  held.  In  December  the  report  for  the 
period  from  June  1  to  November  30,  1916,  was  made  at  a  general ' 
meeting  of  shareholders,  and,  according  to  the  published  reports,  a 
net  profit  of  4,129  yen  ($2,058)  was  shown.  The  report  coveredi  a 
more  or  less  experimental  period,  and  consequently  no  dividend  was 
declared.  It  was  stated  at  the  meeting  that,  while  the  price  of  the 
raw^  material,  bean  oil,  had  risen  beyond  all  previous  records,  the 
prices  of  the  finished  products,  hardened  oil,  glycerin,  and  stearin, 
had  also  risen  in  proportion,  so  that  the  business  Avould  not  be  un- 
favorably affected.  The  details  of  the  manufacture  of  hardened  oil 
are  closely  guarded  and  are  highly  technical,  but  it  is  best  described 
as  a  hydrogen  process  which,  by  combining  hydrogen  with  the  bean 
oil,  produces  a  hard,  waxy  substance  like  paraffin  Avax.  The  process 
is  said  to  have  been  invented  by  an  expert  chemist  of  the  South  Man- 
chiu'ia  Railway  Co.'s  laboratories. 

ISIost  of  the  large  bean  mills  o])erated  Avith  modern  machinery  have 
now  taken  np  the  manufacture  of  fatty  acid  from  bean  oil  as  a  side 
industry. 
Anshanchan  Steel  Mill. 

In  the  re))ort  for  1915  jjig  iron  figured  for  the  first  time  as  an 
export  of  im]K)rtancc;  the  supply  came  from  the  mines  of  Penchihu 
(Jai)anese:  Honkeiko).  During  1916  the  plans  for  the  long-dis- 
cussed steel  mill  at  Anshanchan,  a  station  on  the  main  line  of  the 
South  Manchuria  Raihvay  south  of  Liaoyang,  may  be  said  to  have 
taken  definite  shape.     The  South  Manchuria  RailAvay,  which  will 
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operate  this  mill,  has  obtained  title  to  the  necessary  land  and  is  going 
ahead  with  the  preliminary  work.  As  the  ore  is  of  a  low  grade,  it 
was  considered  advisable  to  manufacture  the  steel  right  at  the  mine 
in  order  to  reduce  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  finished  product.  Most 
of  the  machinery  required  will  be  bought  in  Japan  or  from  a  select 
list  of  manufacturers,  so  that  the  general  public  is  not  in  a  i)osition 
to  compete.  Business  interests  of  Dairen  are  already  discussing  the 
construction  of  a  shipyard,  W'hich  Avould  build  ships  of  steel  supplied 
by  the  new  mill. 
Rise  of  Silver. 

The  phenomenal  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  is  said  to  have  been  one 
of  the  reasons  for  the  large  arrivals  of  agricultural  products  from 
the  interior,  the  farmers  being  anxious  to  sell  while  silver  was  high. 
There  is  said  to  be  very  little  stock  held  over  now^  in  the  interior. 
All  the  employers  of  labor,  who  pay  in  gold,  have  had  to  raise 
wages,  and  as  a  result  there  has  been  a  general  rise  in  prices  all  over 
the  countr}'.  The  South  Manchuria  Railway  has  made  a  moderate 
advance  in  the  price  of  its  Fushun  coal,  despite  its  avowed  policy 
of  supplying  local  demands  at  a  minimum  f>ric^.  The  demand  for 
silver  has  had  the  elfect  of  making  a  tight  market,  as  the  country 
has  been  drained  of  its  stock  of  silver  coins,  which  are  worth  con- 
siderably more  than  gold.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  considerable  excess 
paper  will  be  issued  by  the  Chinese  banks,  and  that  later  monetary 
troubles  Avill  result.  The  regulations  of  the  Produce  Exchange  have 
been  so  altered  as  to  allow  private  agreements,  or  transactions  out- 
side the  exchange,  without  penalty:  the  difficulty  of  putting  up  the 
guarantee  money  required  by  the  exchange  was  the  most  important 
reason  for  the  change,  as  all  these  transactions  are  in  sih'er  yen. 

Growth  of  City  of  Dairen. 

The  city  of  Dairen  continues  to  grow ;  the  population  on  December 
31,  191G,  according  to  the  official  figures,  was  83,054,  against  77,184 
on  the  last  day  of  1915.  There  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  building- 
activity  during  the  year  and  the  appearance  of  the  city  is  gradually 
improving.  The  dust  evil  has  been  almost  entirely  overcome  by  the 
use  of  a  well-rolled  bluestone  foundation  on  the  streets,  sprayed  with 
hot  tar,  and  then  covered  while  the  tar  is  hot  with  a  thin  layer  of 
fine  gravel.  The  elTect  is  much  the  same  as  if  the  streets  were 
asphalt.  Chinese  cart  traffic  is  restricted  to  certain  streets  and  street 
sprinkling  is  practiced  in  summer.  The  dust  that  used  to  be  one  of 
the  troubles  of  the  city  has  now  been  practically  overcome. 

Dairen's  greatest  problem  has  been  the  water  suppl3\  For  a  num- 
ber of  3'ears  the  scarcit}'  of  water  has  been  a  problem,  and  for  two 
or  three  years  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  limit  the  hours  of 
water  service,  but  the  businesses  requiring  water  and  the  population 
have  grown  so  that  the  problem  has  become  pressing.  It  is  expected, 
however,  that  the  new  waterworks  to  be  placed  in  operation  Avill 
relieve  Dairen  of  its  annual  water  famine. 

A  marked  development  of  Dairen  and  Manchuria  may  be  looked 
for  within  the  next  few  years.  A  large  office  building  is  planned  for 
the  wharf  offices,  the  Osaka  Shosen  K'aisha  is  planning  a  new  build- 
ing, the  neAv  Manchurian  beet-.sugar  company  has  selected  a  site  for 
26836='— 17— ;j2f 3 
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its  Daiien  office,  and  the  Bank  of  Chosen  is  to  build  on  the  Central 
Circle.  A  new  post  office  and  a  new  municipal  building  are  already 
under  construction. 

Climate  and  Health — Animal  Diseases. 

While  the  climate  of  South  Manchuria  is  s^enerally  considered 
healthful,  there  have  been  epidemics  of  various^kinds.  "  Though  the 
authorities  were  successful  in  keeping  out  cholera,  which  broke  out 
in  neighboring  Chinese  and  Japanese  ports,  scarlet  fever  and  small- 
pox took  on  epidemic  form. 

Various  animal  diseases  seem  to  be  continuously  present  in  a  more 
or  less  virulent  form.  One  district  south  of  Mukden  is  noted  for 
the  prevalence  of  glanders,  Avhile  a  local  dairv  herd  of  6i  head  was 
recently  wiped  out  by  a  virulent  form  of  rinderpest,  believed  to  have 
been  imported  from  Shantung  Province  via  Chefoo  or  Tsimrtau. 
The  epizootic  was  confined  to  the  one  herd  by  the  prompt  use  of 
serums  and  destruction  by  fire. 

Opportunities  for  Business  in  Leased  Territory. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  grov,'th  of  the  ''patronize  home  in- 
dustries "  principle  as  the  opportunities  increase  to  sell  machinery 
and  supplies  for  which  there  is  a  more  or  less  steady  demand.  This 
applies  particularly  to  the  South  Manchuria  Railway,  the  largest 
buyer  ni  Manchuria ;  the  railway  for  the  first  time  bought  Japanese 
lubricating  oil,  Avhich  sent  over  700  freight  cars  to  the  shops  for  re- 
pairs at  the  height  of  the  bean  season.  Although  the  superiority  of 
the  American  oil  previously  used  was  thus  strikinglv  demonstrated, 
It  IS  doubtful  whether  the  company  will  return  to  "its  use.  Instead, 
the  Japanese  suppliers  were  invited  to  come  over  and  make  investi- 
gation on  the  ground  with  a  view  to  remedying  their  product  to 
meet  conditions.  Most  of  the  machinery  and  supplies  for  the  new 
waterAvorks  and  the  Anshanchan  Steel  Mill  will  come  from  Japan; 
the  remainder  w^ill  be  purchased  through  foreign  firms  with  offices 
here,  who  are  agents  of  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  and 
Europe.  These  firms  are  seldom  in  a  position  to  take  new  agencies 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  agents  for  finhs  in  the  United  States 
that  desire  them.  During  the  year  one  foreign  firm  closed  its  office 
in  Dairen. 

There  i.s  need  of  an  American  forwarding  office  here  such  as  could 
be  opened  by  one  of  the  express  companies. "  The  indications  are  that 
the  forwarding  business  will  grow  and  it  is  necessary  to  put  freight 
in  the  hands  of  the  forwarder,  to  be  sent  north  by  car  or  by  parcel 
post  as  conditions  may  require,  or  to  arrange  for  its  transfer  from 
Chaugcluin  to  Harbin  by  cart. 

General  Trade. 

The  figures  accompanying  this  report  do  not  represent  the  aciual 
conditions  of  trade  in  1916,  partly  on  account  of  the  necessity  for 
greatly  condensing  the  figures  and  largely  on  account  of  the 'arbi- 
trary classification  of  goods  by  the  customs  at  Peking.  Transi^r- 
tation  difficulties  previously  no^ed  have  held  large  quantities  of  goods 
destined  for  Russia  at  the  Dairen  wharves.  For  example,  507,292 
poHiKJs  of  coffee  were  imported,  of  which  special  inquiry  shows  that 
106,335  pounds  were  sent  north,  leaving  400,957  pounds  in  Dairen. 
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Practically  all  of  this  coffee  is  for  Kii.ssin,  the  (lemaiul  (here  Ik'hio- 
very  ^reat. 

The  net  trade  of  the  port  increased  from  $51,000,000  to  $82,500,000, 
or  about  02  per  cent.  Net  foreign  imj^orts  increased  by  76  per  cent 
and  exports  by  over  51  per  cent.  The  haikwan-tael  valuation,  how- 
ever, increased  35  per  cent  over  1915 ;  the  valuation  was  $0,612  in  1915 
and  $0.8283  in  1916. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gross  and  net  value  of  (he  trade  (jf 
Dairen  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1915 

$15,217,657 
1,475,260 

1916 

Imports  of  foreieii  poods: 

From  foreign  coimtries  aud  Hongkong 

$27, 630, 596 

From  Chinese  ports 

6,064.333 

Total  foreign  imports 

19,692,917 

33.694.929 

Reexports  of  foreien  eoods: 

To  forcien  coimtries  and  ITongkons; 

1.375,080 
1,417,288 

2, 012, 675 

To  Chinese  ports  (chiefly  to  Antung,  Chefoo,  and  Slianghai) 

1-900,941 

Total  foreign  reexports 

2,  792, 368 

3,913,616 

Total  net  foreign  imports. . 

If).  900, 549 

29,781,313 

Imports  of  Chinese  products  (chiefly  from  Antung,  Chefoo,  and  Shanghai) 

5,672,526 

9, 733, 971 

Reexports  of  Chinese  products: 

To  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

1.167.853 
16, 727 

2, 136, 278 

To  Chinese  ports 

48,  732 

Total  native  reexports 

1.184..5S0 

2, 185. 010 

Total  net  Chinese  imports 

4,487,946 

7,548,961 

Exports  of  Chinese  products  of  local  origin: 
To  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

20. 633, 092 
9, 284, 920 

35,  728, 991 

To  Chinese  ports 

9, 585. 850 

Total  exports  of  local  origin            

29.918.012 

45.314,841 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port. . .  . 

55. 2.S3. 455 
51,306.507 

88,743,741 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

82,645.115 

Junk  Trade  of  Dairen. 

In  1016  the  total  junk  trade  of  the  port  aniounted  to  $3,781,732.  as 
compared  with  $2,454,115  in  1915.  The  imports  totaled  $664,715  in 
1915,  and  $1,209,908  in  1916,  and  were  made  up  as  follows  in  the 
two  years:  From  foreign  countries,  $6,608  and  $23,592;  from  Chinese 
ports.  $658,107  and  $1,186,316.  The  impt)rts  from  Chinese  ports  in 
1916  consisted  of  $6,910  worth  of  foreign  goods,  and  $1,179,406  worth 
of  native  goods.  Xo  local  products  Avere  exported  to  foreisii  coun- 
tries; the  total  exports— $1,789,400  in  1915.  and  $2,574,824  in  1916— 
consisted  of  local  products  sent  to  Chinese  ports.  Not  included  in 
the  total  given  is  $195,832  worth  of  reexports  of  foreign  goods  to 
Chinese  ports. 

Trade  of  Dairen  by  Countries. 

Trade  with  nearly  all  countries  increased:  only  those  adversely 
affected  by  the  war  showed  decreases,  such  as  Belgium,  the  Nether- 
lands, Russian  Pacific  coast  ports,  etc.  The  United  States  changed 
places  with  the  United  Kingdom  as  second  to  Japan,  its  gain  bemg 
over  207  per  cent.  Chosen  dropped  to  fourth  place.  SAveden  came 
fifth — large  cargoes  of  soya  beans  liaving  been  carried  in  the  (Diesel) 
motor  ships  of  the  Swedish  East  Asiatic  Co.,  which  call  at  Dairen 
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with  kerosene  as  outward  cargo.  Even  Germany  showed  an  increase 
of  $1,377 — probably  interned  cargoes  released  or  reexported  from 
China. 


Countries. 


Britisli  India 

Dutch  Kast  Indies 

France 

French  Indo-China 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Italy 

Japan  (including  Taiwan) 

Korea  ( Chosen) 

Net  hcrlands 

Philippine  Islands 

Russia,  and  Siberia  by  land 
frontier 

Russia,  Pacific  ports 

Singapore,  Straits  Settle- 
ments, etc 

Sweden 

Turkey,  Persia,  Egypt,  Aden, 
Algeria,  etc 

United  Kingdom 

United  States  (including 
Hawaii) 

All  other  countries 


Total. 


Gross 

imports  of 

foreign 

goods. 


$23e,  562 

'■'ii,'6i8' 


1,483 
479, 144 


10, 697, 259 
740,977 


116,578 


1,539,317 
2,464 


4,889 
398, 792 

982, 508 
666 


15,217,657 


Exports 
plus  re- 
exports of 
native 
goods. 


$2, 146 

609,631 

4.3,216 

17, 048 


5.32,570 
171,973 
16,148,124 
899,013 
821,897 
55,717 

80, 707 
61,913 

179, 028 
78, 690 

390, 939 
1,453,581 

254, 145 


21,800,944 


Total 
trade. 


S23S, 708 

609,631 

54,2.34 

17,048 

1,483 

1,011,714 

171,973 

26, 845,  .383 

1,64.5,990 

821,897 

172,295 

80, 707 
1,601,230 

182,092 
78, 696 

395, 828 
1,852,373 

1,236,653 
666 


37,018,601 


Gross 

imports  of 

foreign 

goods. 


$173, 121 

79,867 

82,500 

3,479 

2,860 

1,117,722 

33,048 

21, 25.5;  358 

1,522,5.32 

438 

28,990 


823, 898 

3, 045 

2,  .587 

963 
787, 156 

1,681,094 
31,358 


27, 630, 596 


Exports 
plus  re- 
exports of 
native 
goods. 


$746,810 
187,831 
35, 912 


004, 829 


27, 442, 129 
1,218,376 


159.939 

264, 381 
119,362 

123, 367 
1,117,476 

106, 928 
1,98(>,256 

2, 117, 260 
1,594,401 


37, 805, 269 


Total 
trade. 


$173,121 

826,68: 

270,331 

39,391 

2,800 

1,722,351 

33,048 

48,697,487 

2,740,908 

438 

188,929 

204, 381 
943, 260 

127,012 
1,120,063 

167, 891 
2, 753, 392 

3,798,360 
1, 025, 759 


65, 495, 865 


Imports  from  Foreign  Countries  and  Chinese  Ports. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  ([luintit}'  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  imported  at  Darien  from  foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports 
during  1915  and  1016 : 


Articles, 


Bags,  gunny: 

New number . . 

Old do.... 

Beans,  yellow  (soya). . : tons. . 

Boo's,  "printed 

BrcadstutTs: 
Flour- 
Foreign  tons. . 

Native do 

K  ice- 
Foreign  do 

Native do 

Candle-making  materials 

Cars  and  wagons,  railway 

Cement tons. . 

(■hinawaro  and  earthenware 

('logs  and  sandals,  Japanese 

Cocaine oun-os. . 

Coffee,  raw pounds.. 

Cordage  and  twine  jute 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of; 

Raw  cotton,  native 

Chintzes,  printed,  Russian pieces!. 

Cotton  cloth,  Japanese— Imitation  native— 

18  inches  by  20  yards do 

14  incho.i  by  12  "yards cJo. . '. '. 

('otton  cloth,  native,  fancy do 

Drills-  

Japanese do 

Other do..!! 


Quantity.        Value 


13, 292, 348 

2,667,915 

74,753 


526 
26, 241 


18,104 
3,438 


3,882 


10,997 

41,523 

194 


1,102,209 
211,896 
()3,687 

81.170 
11,, 529 


$1, 464, 285 

1.30, 621 

1,537,158 

44,878 


37, 898 
963,562 

664, 779 
126, 236 
32,913 
94, 709 
35, 639 
,56, 141 
50,298 
36,007 
5,499 
26,695 

35,095 
0  181,208 

742,007 

77, 808 
77,953 

183, 179 
27,501 


1916 


Quantity.        Value. 


8,829,0^50 

1, 715, 239 

15,853 


1,786 
14,009 

19,113 
4,170 


12,365 


5,940 

507, 292 

284 


1,230,334 
230,640 
09, 108 

29,627 
11,416 


81,096,965 

113,658 

462. 402 

74,574 


117,621 
696,216 

1,092,333 
181,316 
64,455 
100,560 
168,986 
106. 130 
62, 361 
31.243 
94,543 
92,33T 

53,367 
a  127,  OS J 

1,120,995 
133,72/ 
128,795 

81,376 
43,214 


a  Exce.ss  of  reexports  over  imports,  not  included  in  total. 
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Articles. 


Quantity. 


Cotton,  and  manufactures  of— Continued. 

Flannel pieces 

Jeans— 

30  yards— 

English do.. 

Japanese do. . 

40  yards— 

"  English do. . 

Japanese do.. 

Nankeens,  native tons 

Poplins,  dyed- 
Plain pieces 

Figured do . . 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain — 

Japanese do. . 

Native do. . 

Foreign,  n.  e.  s do.. 

Shirtings,  foreign,  plain- 
Gray- 

American do 

English do 

Japanese do 

Wliite,  English do 

T  cloth 

Thread,  spools gross. . 

Towels dozens.. 

Venetians — 

Fast  black pieces. . 

« -thf  r,  plain  colored  and  figured do 

Yam,  foreign- 
Dyed  

Gray,  bleached.  Japanese tons. , 

Electrical  materials  and  fittings 

Explosives  for  industrial  purposes tons.. 

Fish,  dried  and  salted do 

Gariers  and  aukle  bands,  pairs dozens.. 

Gasoline,  beuzino,  etc gallons.. 

Glass,  window,  common boxes . . 

I.ieather  and  manufactures: 
Leather- 
Foreign — 

Calf,  kid,  colored tons.. 

Cow do 

Sole do 

Native 

Manufactures:  Boots  and  shoes pairs.. 

Ma^-hinery  and  parts 

Matches gross. . 

Medicines,  foreign 

Metals  and  minerals: 

Copper to;is.. 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new — 

.Vnglcs do 

Bars do 

Beams  and  girders do 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  washers do 

FLsh  plates  and  spikes do 

Nails,  wire  and  cut do 

Pigs  and  kcntlege do 

Pipes  and  tulies do 

Rails- 
Foreign do 

Native do 

Sheets  and  plates do 

Iron,  galvanized,  sheets — 

Corrugated do 

Plain do. . . . 

Iron,  galvanized,  wire do 

Lead do 

Steel  (bamboo,  bars,  sheets,  plates,  and  wire  rope) 

tons. . 

Tin  plates do 

Milk,  conden-sed dozens . . 

Morphia ounces . . 

Oil: 

Coconut gallons. . 

Engine  and  mineral do 

Kerosene — 

American do 

Japanese do 


14,973 


39,287 
45,  .520 

23,020 

16, 262 

409 

7,093 
20,330 

154,893 
25. 191 
31, 398 


1,295 
15, 689 

5,618 
79,904 


28,334 
68,024 


7,229 
8,344 


1,667 


54 

1,513 

146, 404 

139,218 

9, 373 


113 
93 


12,421 
'2,'i36,'6i9 


335 


2,696 


247 

362 

881 

3,279 

1,310 

1,102 


4,004 

320 
873 
510 
301 

459 

1,218 

19,041 

60, 136 

3,723 
8J9,366 

4,698.092 
59,390 


Value. 


$33,907 


74,535 
80, 789 

56,  .362 
.57. 249 
108,985 

36, 89S 
136, 862 

284,384 
61,(368 
81,127 


3,170 
36,AS5 
12, 886 
206,363 
23,225 
45,085 
20, 815 

37,  S71 
46,062 

5,282 
382,018 
322, 133 
18, 246 
73, 051 
28.145 
3i;525 
43,022 


53,496 

52,020 

61.275 

67,397 

12, 963 

2a3, 415 

264, 289 

131,527 

103, 222 

36, 456 
99,012 
050,880 
22.{>87 
21,167 
45,294 
66,214 
60, 105 

40,458 

'  i69,'672' 


23,471 
64,103 
30,435 
33,557 

40,774 

89, 455 

22,839 

218,611 

2,506 
155. 943 

433,052 

5,089 


1916 


Quantity.        Value 


17,368 

4,863 
92,884 

10,344 

30, 198 

223 

7,345 
12,275 

81.. 301 
22,748 
8,565 


6,844 
11,732 
2e.740 
84,089 


48,835 
104,276 


10,068 
8, 381 


1,428 


164 

1,815 

343, 0.39 

1.34,036 

12,062 


21 
219 
774 


26, 453 
'2,' 266,' 065 


210 

2,709 
7,346 
1,472 
496 
744 
2,387 
3,354 
4,556 

6,614 
1,514 
0,944 


557 
733 

855 

1,388 

18.567 

28,080 

325,345 
770, 157 

5, 729, 800 
1,091,645 


857,430 


12, 467 
215.420 

34,014 
92,  .548 
140,335 

46, 239 
93,540 

2.56, 106 
95.332 
29;  743 


23, 186 
39,49s 
77,547 
278, CO  I 
52,786 
80,900 
£6,700 

60,878 
.54,213 

65,538 
443, 451 
062, 367 
103, 191 
103, 122 
78,559 
58,842 
80,028 


01.714 
163,208 
769,325 
76,931 
65,988 
591,109 
651,422 
467, 619 

100, 117 

168,277 
520,229 
a  157,  235 
65,297 
73,931 
246,122 
116,688 
396,207 

345, 159 

47,017 

517,694 

67,256 
78, 767 
69, 138 
135,611 

121,693 

224,188 
30,758 


458, 121 
229, 732 


1,186,498 
271,263 


a  Excess  of  reexports  over  imports,  not  included  in  total. 
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Arlitl^s 


Oil  tins  and  cases,  empty 

Opium,  Persian pounds. 

Paints tons. 

Paper: 

Imitation  native do. . . 

Japanese 

Newspaper,  old 

Printing,  sized — 

Calendered tons. 

Uncalendered do... 

Pepper,  black  and  white do... 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Piece  goods,  n.  e.  s.: 

Canvas  and  cotton  duck yards. 

Other 

Potassium,  chloride  of tons. 

Shooks  for  making  casks 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of; 

Foreign  piece  goods- 
Plain  pounds. 

Mixed do. . . 

Native- 
Piece  goods do. . . 

Wild,  raw do... 

Singlets  and  drawers dozens. 

Soap,  foreign 

Socks,  cotton dozens. 

Soda  ash tons. 

Soy do... 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer  and  porter  in  bottles dozens. 

Brandy  and  whisky,  in  bottles do. . . 

Champagnes " do. . . 

Sake,  in  bairels tons. 

Stationery 

Sugar: 

Brown tons. 

Confectioner's do. . . 

Eeflned do. . . 

White do. . . 

Sulphuric  acid do. . . 

Tallow,  native: 

Animal do... 

Vegetable do. . . 

Ties,  railway number. 

(Timber,  foreign: 

Softwood square  feet . 

Other 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of: 

Foreign  tobacco  (leaf) tons. 

Native  tobacco — 

Leaf do... 

Prepared do. . . 

Cigarettes — 

Foreign thousands. 

Native tons . 

Cigars tliousauds. 

Toilet  requisites 

Tools,  hand 

Tnmks  and  suit  cases 

Vegetables,  dried  and  preserved tons. 

Waste,  yam,  thread,  and  rags..l do... 

Wa.x,  paraffbi do . . . 

Wax,  yellow  native do. . . 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Coalings  and  suitings yards. 

Piece  goods 

Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures: 

Coatings  and  suitings yards. 

Union  and  poncho  cloth "do. . . 

All  other  articles 


Total  imports 

Excess  of  reexports  over  imports . 


Net  total,  imports. 


Quantity.        Value 


1,702 


648 
673 
118 


299,373 


14, 689 
32, 530 

135, 467 
117,733 
74, 194 


51,890 

288 

1,015 

78,037 
6, 5.54 


2,245 


1,431 
259 
2,785 
0,302 
2, 754 

554 

40 

356, 685 

5, 117, 774 


146 


362 
252 


307, 129 
1,090 
7,220 


1,011 

389 

1,546 


34,523 


8226, 556 
317, 794 


93,765 
79,947 
38, 538 

51, 122 
38,934 
15. 708 
16,061 

45.806 
51, 436 


37,569 


CO. 078 
46, 100 

497,4.34 

108, 079 

118.646 

55, 762 

25, 123 

6,597 

46, 604 

95,517 
40,110 
2,837 
178,101 
70,331 

65, 490 
2.3,813 
178,9,34 
350,426 
75,  St 5 

40,670 

2,618 

171,134 

93,962 
38, 532 


.33,207 
69,272 

.504,657 
760, 378 
70, 698 
80, 610 
21,755 
18, 766 
31,281 
29, 138 
133,302 


69,570 


12,676 
4,810,464 


21,636,000 
247,505 


21,388,495   . 


1916 


Quantitj'.       Value. 


39, 817 
427 

1,071 


583 
901 
462 


303,557 

5i" 


12,064 
45,919 

130, 133 
8,667 
61,304 


64 

482 

1 

6,'-3 

1 

098 

119 

7.33 

6 

8.50 

3,407 

2 

353 

1,466 
431 
2,965 
5, 660 
2,049 

8, 360 

2,217 

430,032 

4,677,874 


21.8 


7.55 
322 


070, 739 
1,078 
3,527 


759 

610 

3.292 

128 

72,718 


184,726 
63,919 


$611,742 
333, 460 

77, 527 

63, 510 
123.042 
94,250 

103,652 
111.994 
126,319 
91,213 

60,344 
81.674 
.'■)9, 190 
62,000 


00,047 
94,024 

565. 895 

12,114 

162, 010 

145. 464 

60,944 

a  104,560 

68,211 

128,927 

.'■>5,604 

.'>6,328 

254,387 

141,450 

S3, 759 

48, 172 

331, 1.56 

443,017 

113,309 

1,035,895 
474,407 
320, 576 

116,241 
95, 934 

47,924 

60, 973 
100,079 

2,323,378 
903, 789 
S><,428 
104,237 
.51,283 
55, 122 
.35,990 
-54,346 
408,957 
98,920 

109,209 
58, 523 

153,009 

42,355 

7,708,686 


37,759,812 
429,538 


37, 330, 274 


o  Kxcess  of  reexports  over  imports,  not  inelndc'l  in  tola?. 


CHINA DAIRE  N. 


23 


Principal  Exports. 

The  following  were  the  principal  articles  exported  fi-om  Dairen 
t^  foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.       Value 


1916 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Bean  cake: 

To  forei^  countries tons. 

To  Chinese  ports do. . . 

Bean  meal do... 

Beans: 

To  foreign  countries do. . . 

To  Chinese  ports do . . . 

Bones,  animal do. . . 

Breadstufls: 

Bran do. . . 

Corn- 
To  foreign  countries do . . . 

To  Chinese  ports do... 

Flour,  wheat,  to  Cliinese  ports do. . . 

Kaoliang — 

To  foreign  countries do . . . 

To  Chinese  ports do. .. 

Millet— 

To  foreign  countries do. .. 

To  Chinese  ports do. . . 

Wheat do. . . 

Bristles: 

To  foreign  coiuitries do . . . 

To  Chinese  ports do. . . 

C«mcnt: 

To  foreign  coimtries do... 

To  Chinese  ports do 

Coal: 

To  foreign  countries do. . . 

To  Chinese  ports do . . . 

Hair,  animal: 

To  foreign  counlries pounds. 

To  Chinese  ports do. .. 

Hemp  seed tons '. 

Hides,  horse,  ass,  and  mule: 

To  foreign  coimtries do. .. 

To  Chinese  ports do... 

Manure 

Melon  seed: 

To  foreign  countries do . . . 

To  Chinese  ports '. do. 

Metals: 

Copper do... 

Iron — 

Old do... 

Pig do... 

Lead,  old do 

Oil: 

Bean— 

To  foreign  countries do. . . 

To  Chinese  ports do . . . 

Castor do... 

Olein do. . . 

Peanuts do... 

Perflla  nankinensis do 

Salt V.V^.'/.  .'.Ao. . . 

Sesame do 

Silk:  

Raw,  wild — 

To  foreign  countries pounds. 

To  Chinese  ports do. . . 

Raw,  waste,  to  Chinese  ports do... 

Cocoons,  wild,  to  Chinese  ports do. 

Tobacco  and  manufactures: 

Leaf  tobacco,  to  Chinese  ports tons. 

Cigarettes— 

To  foreign  countries do. . . 

To  Chine-se  ports do. . . 

Wool,  sheep's pounds. 

All  other  articles 


542,298 

126, 826 

6,261 

171,641 

145, 736 

3,736 


36,863 

11.295 

719 

29,544 
17,923 

6,753 
3,103 
6,058 

37 
61 

10, 813 
16,271 

445, 857 
197,067 

88,667 

543,067 

6,928 

329 
30 


789 
1,075 

336 

797 

3,80^1 

253 


54, 137 
2,918 


775 

2,352 

4,407 

51, 190 

1,972 


62,667 

1,328,800 

871, 733 

10, 257, 867 

609 

7 

203 

3,021,467 


$9,010,720 

2,107,311 

51,537 

3,561,778 

3,006,410 

37,727 


58.3, 429 
179,375 
26,399 

450,218 
273, 130 

142, 576 
65, 523 
137,364 

42,826 
71,195 

99, 259 
149, 364 

1,271,419 

566, 844 

11,867 
91,567 
146, 271 

66, 431 

4,619 

105,634 

38,019 
51,332 

67,206 

7,313 

87,310 

8,164 


3,622,949 
195,525 


41,115 
53,274 
17:5, 547 
187,969 
84,932 


57,011 

1,084,256 

W2, 060 

4S0,y32 

55,882 

4,845 
136, 262 
291, 239 
662,359 


.')57, 407 
110,971 
24,685 

139,211 

53,062 
.5,218 

5,933 

1,873 
4,930 
1,619 

7,156 
16,499 

63 

486 

3,322 

19 
94 

980 
11,151 

568, 964 
257,026 

116,000 

754, 533 

10,893 

524 
85 


701 
1,364 

736 

2,887 
;54,029 

802 


77, 761 

t)10 

275 

1,120 

1,573 

5,920 

76, 651 

4,909 


120,5.33 

725,067 

925, 0li9 

4,079,600 


30 

293 
571,600 


§17,313.746 

3. 446; 892 

■  214, 969 

4,332,887 

1,617,995 

76,108 

81,091 

34,903 
91.887 
75,916 

133,374 
307, 496 

1,951 
15,098 
103, 190 

17,220 
89, 391 

10,958 
124,691 

15885,092 
851,579 

16,949 
160,351 
297,737 

130, 202 
22,007 
177,744 

43,522 
84,739 

186,010 

07,967 

1,479,768 

58,408 


6,763,026 

53,035 

51, 177 

90,413 

68,029 

294,212 

476, 173 

.304, 989 


149,757 
900,859 
173,396 
521,638 

86, 773 

21,842 

328, 156 

99,426 

1,350,102 


Total  exports I I  29,918,012 


45,314,841 


24 


SUPPLKMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Rail  Imports  from  Manchuria. 

The  following  tahlc  showb  the  i)rincii)al  articles  imported  from 
Manchuria  by  railway  (hiring  1915  and  lOlG  into  the  Kwantimg 
Leased  Territory : 


Articles. 


Animals,  livc.numbsr. 

BaL's,  hemp  and  gunny, 
tons 

Hcnn  cake tons. . 

Beans: 

Small do 

Other do 

Beer poimds . . 

Bones,  animal tons.. 

J^roadstiirts; 

Barle.v do 

Corn do 

Flour do 

Kaoliang  (sorghum), 

tons 

Millet tons.. 

■Rice do 

Wheat do 

other do 

Charcoal    and    firewood, 
tons 

Chinaware,  earthenware, 
and  pottery tons . . 

Cigarettes do 

Coal  and  coke do 

Cotton: 

Goods do 

Raw do 

Yam do 

Dyes,  paints,  and  medi- 
cine. .'. tons.. 

Fish  and  fishery  products: 
Dried  and"  salt  fish, 

tons 

Other tons.. 

Fruits    and    vegetables, 
tons 


1915 


<1..332 

292 
117.162 

2.5. 995 

9.51.72S 

132,9.33 

t,fi29 

170 

,50,911 

•1,238 

103.. 543 

15, 145 

577 

5.412 

29, 134 

2,852 

29 

7,32 

1.017.273 

384 
19 
2 


44 
111 


1916 


2.  .596 

.509 
88, 364 

26.6.39 

V'iS.Sl? 

30, 133 

5.510 

183 
12, 823 
0,  .801 

86, 354 

4,097 

,528 

S,197 

38, 554 

3. 262 

17 

795 

937,  872 

217 
8 
10 


Articles. 


77 
1.57 


1.326 


Glass  and  glassware  .tons. 

Hides  and  leather.. do... 

Lime  and  cement,  .do. . . 

Matches pounds. 

Mats tons. 

Metals do... 

Metal  ware do 

Oil: 

Bean do... 

Kerosene do... 

Paper do... 

Peanuts  and  melon  seed, 
t  ons 

Provisions tons . 

iSake do... 

Samshu do... 

Sauce    (bean)    and    soy, 
tons " . 

Seaweed tons . 

Silk: 

Cocoons,  wild  .  .do. . . 
Piece  goods . .  pounds . 
Raw,  wild do... 

Stone  and  gravel . .  .tons. 

Stores,  household... do. .. 

Suear do... 

Sundries  for  South  Man- 
churia Ry.   Co... tons. 

Tea '. pounds . 

Timber  and  wood.. tons. 

Tobacco,  leaf do. . . 

Treasure    (silver    coins ), 
value 

Other  articles tons. 


1915 


1916 


18 
617 

48 

267 

247 

6,559 

417 

115 

778 

195 

98.533 

1.040 

41,799 

1,060 

5.021 

295 

95 

14,095 
464 
105 

1,697 
97 
20 

1,781 

2,944 

331 

10 

1,263 

67 
1 

51 
17 

7.071 

60.  800 

2, 270, 533 

5.770 

392 

2,975 

35  067 

1,841.867 

7,830 

14 

10 

3,446 
4,533 
3,079 
1,186 

374.893 

38  933 

18  602 

1, 712 

$4,205,021 
2,276 

$11,178,880 
18,309 

Imports  Forwarded  to  Interior  by  Rail. 

The  table  showing  inijjorts  forwarded  to  the  interior  by  rail  is 
thrown  into  greater  prominence  than  usual  by  reason  of  the  inc-eased 
trade  with  Russia ;  but  this  neAv  condition  is  shown  only  by  a  general 
increase  (which  is  an  indication  also  of  the  increased  biiilding  and 
other  prosperity  of  the  interior  of  Manchuria)  and  by  specific 
increases  in  certain  articles,  such  as  leather,  machinery,  medicines, 
shoes,  furs,  household  stores,  wax,  etc.  The  yalue  oi  ^  all  other 
articles,"'  however,  was  oyer  $7,000,000 — more  than  the  total  of  im- 
ports fi-om  the  United  States  for  the  year.  The  quantity  of  Ameri- 
can goods  arriving  here  for  Russia  has  been  increasing  steadily, 
Avhile  the.  variety  has  widened  to  include  many  articlesthat  w'ere 
and  are  too  expensive  to  find  a  market  here,  but  are  now  imported 
to  supply  a  demand  far  beyond  Dairen. 

The  following  table  shows  the  princi[)al  articles  imported  from 
foreign  countries  and  Chinese  ports  and  forwarded  to  the  interior 
by  railway  (hiring  10i:i  mid  191(3; 
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Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.        Value 


1916 


Quantity.        Value 


Arras  and  ammunition 

Bags,  gunny: 

New number. . 

Duty-free do. . . . 

BreadstufTs: 

Barley tons.. 

Flour,  wheat- 
Foreign do 

Nat  ive do 

Rice,  foreign do 

Caudle-making  materials 

Candles: 

Foreign tons.. 

Native do 

Cement do — 

Chemical  products 

Chinaware,  coarse  and  fine  (including  crockery  and 

earthenware) 

Cigarettes: 

Foreign 

Native tons. . 

Cigars 

Cordage tons . . 

Cotton, manufactures  of: 

B  lanket  s number . . 

Cotton  cloth- 
Imitation  native  (machine-made),  gray  or  dyed, 

Japanese 

Striped,  native pieces. . 

Drills,  Japanese,  gray do 

Italians,  Venetians,  crSpe  (colored),  poplins^  and 

lastlngs,  plain pieces. . 

Italians,  Venetians,  erepe,  poplins,  and  lastings — 

Figured pieces.. 

Plain,  fast  black do 

Jeans; 

!■:  nglish do 

Japanese do 

Nankeens,  native tons. . 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain — 

Japanese pieces . . 

Native do 

Sheetings  and  shirtings,  dyed,  plain do 

Shirtings,  plain — 

Gray,  Japanese pieces. . 

White do 

Thread  on  spools gross.. 

Yarn,  Japanese tons. . 

Dyes  and  colors ". do 

Elect  rical  materials 

Explosives 

Fish,  dried  and  salt,  foreign tons. . 

Furniture 

Haberdashery 

Hats,  etc 

Hosiery dozens. . 

Indigo,  dried  and  artificial tons. . 

Leather do... 

Machinery  and  parts 

Matches 

Medicines 

Metals: 

Bra.ss  and  yellow  metal — Bars,  sheets,  wire, 

etc tons. 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new — 

Angles,  channels,  joints,  and  tees do. . . 

Bars do. . . 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  washers do. . . 

Fish  plates  and  spikes  for  railway do. . . 

Nails,  wire do. . . 

Pipes  and  tubes do. . . 

Rails do... 

Sheets  and  plates do... 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old do.. . 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures do. . . 

Iron,  galvanized,  sheets do. .. 

Iron,  galvanized,  wire do. .. 

Tin  plates,  plain do . . . 


12, 027, 850 
13,  7fi5, 769 

1,009 

700 
7,301 
4,107 


38 

380 

11,299 


983 

"m 

55, 424 


48, 898 
35, 932 

20,598 

18, 457 
10, 349 

44, 154 

39,882 

537 

80,607 
23,336 

8,718 

4,002 

65, 977 

27,423 

782 

142 


1,202 


69,648 
218 
209 


21 

4S.5 

1,668 

239 

3.54 

877 

1,.306 

1,625 

2,698 

3,903 

Oi:? 

897 

364 

670 


$101, 121 

1,324,988 
1,101,262 

44, 122 

32. 121 
268, 105 
150, 802 

34,847 

8,489 
50, 167 
103, 727 
116,065 

47, 542 

231,51-1 

685, 680 

26,997 

30, 770 

20,351 


143,015 

.59, 851 
.80, 902 

79, 105 

117,670 
42, 593 

87,073 
71,149 
221, 835 

147, 994 
57, 127 
20,274 

8,t^3 

170,314 

43,636 

180,476 

7,734 

130, 865 

14,366 

53,934 

61 . 701 

25, 766 

231,:3.38 

.32,472 

300, 186 

135, 862 

169,048 

197, 857 

51,767 


7,796 

17,929 
61,2.54 
21,934 
19,487 
45,074 
59.998 
.59.668 
57,607 
71,655 
.54,021 
65,876 
21,732 
49, 166 


7, 768, 149 
10,131,634 

1,102 

451 
3,417 
3, 422 


327 

841 

17, 592 


1,003 
""586 
65,564 


58,901 
19, 452 

26, 709 

12,057 
12, 962 

7,881 
94, 796 
12,726 

49, 474 
14, 292 
9,075 


SI 14, 372 

965, 153 
671,363 

4.**,  131 

29,690 
169, 795 
195, 565 

56, 654 

61,004 

178, 839 
240, 427 
280,980 

90,288 

1,996,273 

840, 946 

84,072 

125, 498 

■iSO,  147 


562, 631 
109, 772 
52,985 

153, 795 

86,723 
64, 164 

23,220 
221,675 
533,583 

155, 709 
59,901 
.56, 420 


25,474 

73,843 

89, 738 

230, 829 

46,. 576 

77,158 

859 

274,296 

.336 

114.427 

357,334 

.52,927 

1,348 

80,050 

■  95,153 

66.054 

315,661 

96,207 

86, 571 

997 

959,297 

452, 707 

543,296 

213,685 

75 

51,927 

1,460 

122,461 

1,249 

88,444 

014 

80,908 

622 

61,831 

1,74.5 

179,9.30 

2,799 

243,389 

6,590 

343,864 

1,023 

76,266 

2, 274 

70,632 

887 

167,744 

496 

80,049 

1      409 

50,767 

1     1,004 

162,208 
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Arli  ■!('.■;. 


Oil: 

En.uine gallons. 

Kerosene: 

American gallons . 

Japanese do. . . 

Vegetable tons. 

Paints  and  paint  oil do. . . 

Paper 

Peanuts.  forei<;n tons. 

Pepper,  black  and  white do. . . 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Kailwa.v  materials,  n.  e.  s 

Shoas  and  boots; 

Foreign pairs. 

Natise do... 

Silk  piece  goods: 

Silk  mi.xtures,  foreign poimds. 

Native do. . . 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Sake 

Spirits  (brandy,  whisky,  etc.) 

Wines 

Stationery 

Stores,  housetiold 

Sugar: 

Bro^^^l tons. 

Confectioner's do. . . 

Refined  and  wiiite do. . . 

Tea: 

Foreign do . . . 

Native do... 

Ties,  railvv  ay 

Tobacco: 

Leaf- 
Foreign  tons . 

Native do... 

Prepared,  native do. . . 

Toilet  requisites 

Tools ,  hand 

Veliicles 

Wax,  paraffin tons. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Quantity.       Value 


:3GC,  035 

3,855,733 

131,341 

2,174 

378 


552 

88 


8,391 
111,196 


14,023 
9S,  190 


974 

202 

5,801 

33 
173 


116 
352 
210 


S82, 700 

377, 553 
11,510 
17,952 
24, 855 

228, 969 
12,129 
11,630 
5,736 

232, 528 

8, 350 
47, 462 

19,888 

346,881 

33, 745 

66,120 
32, 477 
17, 742 
82, 5S1 
91,036 

38, 464 

18, 495 

319,609 

7,326 
77, 540 
175,276' 


11,673 
25,809 
26, 984 
tV4,021 
20, 735 
17, 816 
122,842 
2,305,362 


12,986,476 


1916 


Quantity. 


3,928,885 

571,515 

31,148 

495 


2,397 
441 


38,924 
180, 983 


25,  .800 
108, 934 


1,004 
397 

0, 484 

356 
337 


209 

748 
264 


3,785 


Value. 


$155, 105 

813,574 
142,016 
634,720 

56,242 
338,740 

74,463 
120,561 

53,636 
226, 156 

57, 635 
117,149 

52, 891 
464,262 
124,721 

110,669 
64,783 
92,685 
104,483 
292, 173 

57, 396 

44,393 

512,359 

78, 108 
183,808 
151,978 


46,811 
60,  .376 
81,964 
06, 040 
54, 120 
79,443 
470, 207 
7,010,043 


27,377,853 


American  Business  Men  Visiting  Manchuria — Direct  Shipping. 

The  number  of  American  business  men  visiting  Manchuria  has 
greatly  increased,  and  many  have  expressed  themselves  as  surprised 
and  pleased  with  the  opportunities  olfered.  It  may  be  expected  that 
American  exporters  will  give  more  attention  to  this  part  of  the 
world  than  they  have  in  the  past. 

The  need  for  direct  sailings  between  Manchuria  and  the  United 
States,  which  was  first  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  business  public 
there  in  1914:,  is  now  greater  than  ever  and  a  direct  line  is  sure  to 
meet  with  instant  success  whenever  it  can  be  undertaken.  During 
191G  direct  shipments  to  the  United  States  were  made  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  this  port,  but  there  is  a  great  demand  that  can 
not  be  met  with  chartered  ships  and  a  regular  line  is  greatly  needed. 
Cargo  for  practically  all  North  China,  such  as  is  now  awaiting  ship- 
ment on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  would  be  offered  such 
ships  as  outw\ard  cargo,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  securing 
all  the  return  cargo  from  Dairen  that  could  be  taken. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

In  1916  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  invoiced  at  the 
Dairen  con.sulate   ;hnwod  a  gain  of  ^.^C)  per  cent  over  those  of  1915. 
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They  consisted  rhiefly  of  soya-bean  oil  and  kaolianc:.  tlie  oil  item 
alone  beinff  nearly  eij;ht  timers  as  larire  as  in  the  previons  year. 
Sova-l)ean  oil  and  kaoiianu"  were  the  only  items  (hat  tiijiired  in  the 
retnrns  for  both  years;  the  i-eiiiainin^  items  of  the  IHIT)  returns  there- 
fore did  not  represent  a  steady  demand.  Exports  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  con.^-isted  of  eoal  only,  eement  havino-  dropped  out:  yet  the 
total  was  48  pei-  cent  higher  than  in  lOlT).  Coal  will  be  a  reo-ular 
shipment  to  the  Philippines. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  declared 
exports  to  the  t'nited  States  and  the  Philippine  Islands  invoiced  at 
the  Dairen  consulate  in  1015  and  1016: 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TO  UNITED  STATES. 

51.000 

1,000.000 

44,960.930 

3. 439 

4.S69-.935 

23  011 

$28, 197 

do 

13,958 

do 

7.345,48.8 

$404,  in 

3, 057. 370 

Kaolians;  (.sorghum) 

pounds.. 

.'>busl:els 

32. 6S0 

420 

79,863 
30,826 

Pine  nuts 

pounds.. 

do 

1,000.000 

80,000 

ioo.ooo 

7,22.S 

All  of  her  articles ... 

■    

7,030 

1,676 

Total ■. 

491.621 

3,224,896 

pounds.. 

tons.. 

TO   PillLIPn.NE    ISL.\NDS. 

Cement .           

2, 652.  -:00 
30. 4.50 

12. 426 
121. 993 

Coal 

41,640 

198, 989 

Total 

134.419 

198, 989 

a  Sixty  pounds. 


b  Fifty-.six  pounds. 


Soya-bean  Oil  Shipments. 

Undoubtedly  bean  oil  will  ffo  to  the  United  States  in  increasing 
quantities  as  mannfttcturers  there  become  more  familiar  with  it, 
althouizh  it  is  a  competitor  of  cottonseed  oil  and  its  price  is  controlled 
more  or  less  by  that  article.  Durino-  1016  shipments  were  made  direct 
to  Seattle,  and  steamers  are  chartered  to  take  oil  to  the  same  port 
during  the  early  part  of  1017.  These  shipments,  accordiiio-  to  the 
local  papers,  have  been  made  almo.st  entirely  by  one  lirm.  The  same 
tirin  has  made  trial  shipments  of  bean  cake  to  the  T 'nited  States. 

MUKDEN. 

By  Con.sul   (Jeiiorjil   K.  t'arleton  Bak^r. 

The  Mukden  consular  district  coinpri.ses  the  £rreater  part  of  South 
Manchuria.  As  this  is  primarily  an  agricultural  region  and  the 
crops  of  1016  were  abundant,  the  year  should  have  been  very  pros- 
perous. A  variety  of  unfavorable  circumstances,  however,  had  a 
detrimental  influence  on  trade,  so  that  the  actual  profits  of  the  year 
Avere  not  altogether  satisfactory.  The  heavy  agricultural  output  and 
difficulties  of  shipment  brought  abor.t  somewhat  lower  prices  and  the 
farmers  did  not  obtain  a  return  commensurate  with  the  size  of  their 
crops.  The  floods  in  1015  caused  many  of  them  to  go  heavily  into 
debt,  intending  to  recoup  during  the  following  season,  but  they  were 
disappointed  in  their  expectations.     Their  buying  poAver  was  there- 


28  SUPPLEMENT  TO    COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

fore  not  so  high  as  it  would  have  been  otherwise,  and  this  reacted 
unfa^■orably  npca  the  merchant  classes,  which  were  hampered  in 
many  other  ways. 

As  regards  the  import  trade,  however,  a  very  important  factor 
tended  to  increase  the  buying  ])ower  of  the  Chinese.  The  value  of 
Chinese  silver  coin  compared  with  the  gold  currency  of  other  coun- 
tries reached  an  almost  unprecedented  figure,  and  this  favored  the 
Chinese  buyers  of  foreign  products.  The  foreign-goods  trade,  though 
not  satisfactory,  was  much  more  profitable  than  the  trade  in  local 
products. 
Effect  of  War  Conditions. 

The  war  in  Europe  had  a  damaging  effect  upon  trade.  The  closing 
of  a  large  part  of  Europe  to  foreign  commerce  reduced  the  demand 
for  many  local  products  and  cut  oft'  the  supply  of  certain  foreign 
goods  on  which  the  Chinese  had  learned  to  depend.  The  lack  of 
tonnage  and  the  exorbitant  freight  rates  greatlv  hindered  both  the 
import  and  the  export  trade.  In  certain  cases  the  rates  rose  300  per 
cent,  and  at  one  time  no  shipping  space  was  available  at  any  price. 
There  were  difficulties  not  only  in  ocean  transportation  but  in  land 
transportation  as  well.  As  the  Russian  Government  withdrew  a 
large  number  of  cars  from  the  section  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Rail- 
way between  Changchun  and  Harbin,  the  congestion  of  freight  there 
became  so  serious  that  many  shippers  sent  their  goods  by  native  cart 
in  spite  of  the  risks,  expense,  and  delay  that  this  i^rimitive  method 
involves.  Even  when  the  railway  did  move  a  certain  part  of  the 
cargo  awaiting  shipment,  the  lu-icoR  and  other  demands  "svere  so 
heavy  as  to  reduce  the  profits  materiallJ^  The  scarcity  of  silver,  due 
to  the  war,  caused  violent  fluctuation  in  the  money  market  and  greatly 
hampered  titp  export  trade. 
Variations  of  Exchange. 

The  difficulties  and  variations  of  exchange  had  a  bad  effect  upon 
the  money  market  throughout  the  year.  The  fluctuations  were  so 
sudden  and  extreme  that  merchants  found  it  difficult  to  offer  and  to 
accept  quotations  for  future  delivery.  A  very  wide  margin  was 
generally  left  to  cover  the  loss  by  exchange.  Buyers  were  reluctant 
to  place  their  orders  for  native  products,  hoping  that  exchange  would 
become  more  favorable.  Paper  money  based  on  the  subsidiar}'  Chi- 
nese silver  coin  is  the  principal  medium  of  exchange,  though  Japa- 
nese bank  notes  are  rapidly  gaining  in  circulation.  The  subsidiary 
silver  coin  has  a  loAver  exchange  vahie  than  the  Mexican  dollar,  as  it 
contains  a  smaller  proportion  of  silver.  Small  coin,  as  it  is  called, 
normally  exchanges  for  1  gold  yen  at  the  rate  of  1.22  to  1.25.  At  one 
time  in  1915  the  rate  rose  to  1.60;  in  1916  the  highest  quotation  was 
1.41.    At  the  end  of  that  year,  however,  it  stood  at  0.90. 

Field  Crops. 

The  crops  of  1916  were  abundant.  The  bean  crop,  which  is  the 
most  important  of  all,  was  said  to  be  about  10  per  cent  above  normal. 
Although  the  summer  was  hot  and  dry  and  the  crops  in  some  places 
did  not  fully  develop,  the  August  rains  insured  their  success.  The 
crops  of  millet  and  sorghum  were  good,  but  they  suffered  a  little 
from  a  lack  of  sufficient  moisture.    The  crops  of  wheat  and  barley 
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were  satisfactory-  and  the  dry  suninier  weather  enabled  the  fanners 
to  harvest  and  thrash  them  without  the  loss  that  is  fieijuentlv  caused 
by  untimely  rains.  The  tobacco  crop  was  the  best  in  many  years, 
and  it  brought  excellent  prices.  The  ]:)r()duction  of  indi<i().  which 
was  much  larger  than  in  1915,  was  gratifying  to  the  groweis,  and  the 
indigo  was  disposed  of  at  considerable  profit  owing  to  the  continued 
shortage  of  foreign  dyes.  Not  only  did  the  large  production  of 
cereals  and  pulse  cause  the  pric     '      <•  ''    -  ^^  v/uivyaiu 

tonnage,  which  hindered  their  expoitation,  had  the  same  effect.  The 
price  of  sorghum  (kaoliang)  fell  almost  50  per  c^nt,  and  the  value 
of  beans  shoAved  a  decrease  of  10  to  15  per  cent.  Man^'^  of  the  farm- 
ers marketed  their  crops  of  sorglnnn  much  earlier  than  nsual  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  higher  prices  prevailing  before  the 
bulk  of  the  harvest  came  in. 

Newchwang  an  Important  Commercial  Center. 

Newchwang  is  the  largest  city  of  commercial  importance  in  the 
Mukden  consular  district.  It  is  located  near  the  mouth  of  the  Liao 
River  and  is  the  entrepot  for  a  large  section  of  South  Manchuria. 
It  is  handicapped  by  a  lack  of  proper  navigation  facilities  and  seri- 
ousl}^  feels  the  competition  of  the  port  of  Dairen.  The  former  dis- 
advantage is  being  overcome  to  a  certain  extent  by  extensive  con- 
servancy operations,  which  are  being  carried  on  successfully.  The 
competition  of  Dairen  will  be  far  more  difficult  to  meet  and  will 
probably  continue  so  long  as  the  Japanese  railway  monopoly  exists 
in  its  present  form.  The  Liao  River,  however,  will  always  compete 
successfully  with  the  raihvays  for  the  trade  of  certain  places  within 
easy  reach  of  this  waterway.  Newchwang  will  probably  continue 
to  suppl}^  goods  to  the  western  jiart  of  the  Liao  Valley,  and  beans 
and  other  native  products  will  still  be  brought  doAvn  by  junk.  The 
eastern  section  will  be  served  more  and  more  by  the  railways. 

Trade  of  Newchwang. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  value  in  gold  dollars 
of  the  trade  of  Newchwang  for  the  3^ears  1915  and  1916,  according 
to  the  returns  of  the  Maritime  Customs: 


Imports  and  exports. 


Imports  ol  foreign  goods: 
From  foreign  countries 
From  Chinese  ports . . . 

Total    foreign    im- 
ports   


Reexports  of  foreign  goods: 
To  foreign  countries  . . 
To  Chinese  ports 


Total  foreign  reex- 
ports  


Total  net  foreign  im- 
ports   


Imports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts   


o.S74,394 


83,308,2.58 
3,281,147 

$4,608,102 
3, 155, 532 

6,589,405 

7, 763, 634 

21,416 
132,682 

5,262 
130,002 

154,098 

135,264 

6,435,307 

7,628,370 

6,832,152 


Imports  and  exports. 


1915 


Reexports     of     Chinese  i 
products: 
To  foreign  countries. . . 
To  Chinese  ports 


Total  native  reex- 
ports   


$11,182 
57,576 


68, 758 


Total  net  native  im- 
ports      5,805,636 


1916 


$9,574 
53,704 


63,278 


6, 768, 874 


Exports  of  Chinese  prod-  | 
nets  of  local  origin: 

To  foreign  countries . . ;  3, 728, 857        4, 074,  .545 

To  Chinese  ports 8, 752, 169        7, 602, 406 


Total  exports  of  lo-  ! 
calorigin :  12,481,026]    11,676,951 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of;  I 

the  port !  24,944.825  i    26,471,279 

Net  value  ol  the  trade  of 
the  port 24, 721,969  i    26,074, 195 
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Actual  Decline  of  Trade. 

Altlioiigli  the  figures  in  (lie  foregoing  table  indicate  an  increase  in 
the  trade  of  NewchAvang,  there  was  actually  a  falling  off  in  both  the 
import  and  the  export  trade.  The  comparison  in  terms  of  United 
States  currency  is  somewhat  misleading  on  account  of  the  differ- 
ence in  the  rates  of  exchange  for  the  two  years.  In  1915  the  haik- 
wan  (customs)  tael  was  valued  at  $0.61'2  United  States  currency, 
while  in  1916  it  was  taken  as  $0.8288.  The  latter  rate  naturally  gave 
a  correspondingly  greater  amount  in  gold  and  indicated  an  increase 
rather  than  a  decrease  in  the  trade  over  the  previous  year.  Expressed 
in  taels,  the  actual  difference  between  the  trade  of  191G  and  1915  may 
be  summarized  as  follows:  The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  de- 
creased by  nearly  9,000,000  haikwan  taels;  foreign  and  native  niiports 
each  diminished  bv  about  1,000,000  taels:  and  exports  showed  a  re- 
duction of  more  than  0,000,000  taels. 

Not  only  did  the  general  adverse  conditions  previously  described 
contribute  to  this  poor  showing,  but  the  serious  floods  and  the  poor 
crops  of  1915  were  also  responsible.  According  to  the  customs  re- 
port, the  value  of  goods  exported  from  Newchwang  to  foreign  coun- 
tries was  less  than  half  the  amount  reported  in  each  of  the  years  1909, 
1910,  and  1911,  and  during  the  last  17  years  only  the  Boxer  year  and 
the  first  year  of  the  Kusso- Japanese  War  showed  a  lower  "total  for 
goods  exported  abroad.  The  exports  by  sea  to  Chinese  ports  were  less 
than  two-thirds  of  such  exports  during  the  previous  year. 

Reduced  Imports. 

As  previously  stated,  both  the  foreign  and  the  native  imports 
showed  a  decided  falling  off'.  The  shortage  of  tonnage  largely  ac- 
counts for  the  decline  in  foreign  imports,  but  other  causes  explain  the 
falling  oft'  in  the  incoming  junk  trade.  The  general  local  depression 
that  prevailed  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  was  in  this  case  the 
principal  factor.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value 
of  the  principal  imports  at  Newchwang  in  1915  and  191G: 


Articles. 


1916 


Cotton  goods,  foreign: 

Shirtings,  gray,  plain- 
American.  pieces. . 

English do 

Japanese do  — 

Shirtings,  white,  plain do 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain — 

American do 

English do 

Japanese do 

Drills- 
American .' '. do 

English do 

Japanese do 

Jeans — 

English do 

Japanese do 

Other do 

Japanese  cotton  cloth  and  crepe yards . . 

Cotton  yarn— 

Enelish tons . . 

Ind  ian do 

Japanese do 

Other do.... 

Cotton  goods,  Chinese — 

Cloth  (native  nankeens) do 

Cotton  yam do 

Drills pieces. . 

Sheet  ings do 

Shirt  ings,  gray do 


45, 135 
50, 351 
2,101 
95,061 

82,025 
12,490 
93,400 

23,310 

210 

44,060 

211,928  I 
32,240  ' 


2,960,380 

20 

1,973 

1,375 

6 

1,094 

1,340 

76, 375 

172,210 


1,500 
36,651 
26,500 
70, 797 

133,090 

5,805 
67,020 

45,233 

80 

42,871 

105,277 

65,150 

120 

5, 479, 175 

1 

2,083 

1,643 

2 

872 

802 

52,210 

157,368 

2,380 
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Articles. 


Sundries,  foreign: 

Bags number. 

Cotton,  raw a  ba les . 

Oil— 

Engine  and  mineral  n.  c.  s gallons. 

Kerosene — 

.Vmcriean do.. . 

Japanese do. . . 

Vegetable do . . . 

Paper tons. 

Sugar do . . . 

Sundries,  Chinese: 
Breadstufts — 

Fl  jur tons . 

Rice do... 

Wheat do... 

Coal do... 

Cotton,  raw a  bales . 

Medicines value . 

Paper tons. 

Salt do... 

Skins,  raccoon number. 

Sugar tons. 

Tea do... 

Metals,  foreign: 

Iron  and  mild  steel — 

New tons . 

Old do... 

Iron,  galvanized do . . . 

Steel do... 

Tin  plates do... 


1915 


1,C2:;(,07.5 


4,149 
S,  190, 029 


1,097 
13,702 


22,077 
2, 050 
6,810 

13,SS4 

2,(i04 

$211,095 

2,650 

35, 747 

45,095 

C71 

1,039 


1,277 
826 
103 
133 
829 


1,817,212 
528 

3,143 

4,212,475 

198,890 

2,516 

874 

14,944 


12,636 
2,149 


1,900 

9,604 

$181,424 

3,643 

15,623 

36,310 

1,421 

1,370 


375 
402 
126 


983 


o  Of  500  pounds. 
eompetition  in  Cotton-goods  Trade. 

Cotton  goods  are  of  first  importance  in  the  import  trade,  and  the 
competition  among  the  foreign  sellers  has  been  active  for  many  years. 
Tlie  field  was  formerly  dominated  by  European  and  American  manu- 
facturers. The  Japanese,  however,  have  succeeded  to  a  great  extent 
in  cutting  away  their  trade,  and  Chinese  cloth  in  recent  years  has 
become  a  strong  competitor.  The  Japanese,  through  cheap  labor, 
low  freights,  and  superior  selling  organization,  have  finally  gained 
a  commanding  position,  and  American  manufacturers  will  find  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  regain  their  lost  trade.  Suggestions 
and  advice  have  been  given  them  from  j'ear  to  year  in  both  general 
and  special  reports,  and  everything  now  depends  upon  their  willing- 
ness and  ability  to  meet  the  requirements.  Lack  of  sufficient  infor- 
mation is  no  longer  a  factor  to  consider.  A  few  brief  comments  will 
therefore  suffice  in  the  present  review  of  the  year's  trade. 

Although  the  value  in  gold  dollars  shown  in  the  above  table  for 
1916  is  somewhat  disproportionate  on  account  of  the  difference  in 
exchange,  the  actual  value  of  cotton  goods  during  that  year,  expressed 
even  in  local  currency,  was  high.  The  high  cost  of  cotton  and  the 
excessive  freight  rates  caused  the  value  of  cotton  goods  to  increase, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  the  trade  would 
have  suffered  very  much. 

Importation  of  Piece  Goods. 

The  total  importation  of  piece  goods  fell  off  about  20  per  cent, 
most  of  the  loss  being  sustained  by  European  manufacturers.  War 
conditions  were  doubtless  responsible  for  this  to  a  great  extent,  and 
a  certain  amount  of  the  lost  trade  may  be  recovered  later.  American 
shirtings  imported  in  1916  were  only  one-thirtieth  of  what  they  were 
in  1913.    The  American  trade  in  gray  sheetings  and  drills  .showed  a 
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substantiiil  advance,  but  was  considerably  smaller  than  in  1914. 
Japanese  cotton  cloth  and  crepe  showed  an  enormous  advance  over 
the  importation  of  the  previous  year,  which  in  turn  was  larger  than 
in  1914.  A  steady  increase  in  this  item  may  therefore  be  expected. 
Some  of  the  Japanese  dealers  are  sellino-  cotton  piece  goods  at  less 
than  cost  price  in  order  to  introduce  certain  new  brands. 

Japanese  Kerosene  Gaining  on  American. 

Although  the  importation  of  American  kerosene  dropped  by  al- 
most half,  the  actual  sales  did  not  diminish  in  this  proportion.  A 
large  amount  had  been  stocked  before  the  heavy  increase  in  freight 
charges.  Owing  to  the  high  prices  for  kerosene  many  Chinese  re- 
verted to  the  use  of  native  vegetable  oils,  which  for  illuminating 
purposes  are  unsatisfactory.  They  have  the  advantage,  however,  of 
comparative  cheapness.  The  competition  of  electric-lighting  plants 
was  also  an  important  factor. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  extension  of  electric-lighting  facilities 
throughout  Manchuria.  In  all  of  China  the  number  of  electric-light- 
ing plants  does  not  exceed  90,  and  25  of  these  are  in  Manchuria.  As 
the  population  in  this  region  is  comparatively  sparse,  the  proportion 
of  plants  to  the  number  of  people  is  very  large.  Owing  to  the  high 
freight  on  American  kerosene,  which  is  four  or  five  times  as  great  as 
before,  the  sale  of  Japanese  oil  is  rapidly  gaining,  although  it  is 
known  to  be  of  inferior  quality  and  is  much  more  expensive  than 
formerly.  American  oil  is  also  being  sold  by  the  Japanese,  who  are 
making  a  strong  bid  for  the  market.  This  oil  is  being  distributed  by 
a  firm  that  handles  many  noncompeting  lines,  and  has  a  large  organ- 
ization and  many  branch  offices.  It  deals  in  a  very  fair  quality  of 
oil  and  will  offer  strong  competition  to  American  firms. 

Chinese  Imports. 

Newchwang.  as  a  rule,  imports  a  large  quantity  of  native  goods 
from  South  China.  In  1916,  however,  the  amount  was  much  smaller 
than  usual,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  low  purchasing  power  of  the 
Chinese  in  the  IS^ewchwang  district.  The  financial  stringency  and 
the  effects  of  the  floods  and  damaged  crops  of  the  previous  year  were 
chiefly  responsible  for  this  state  of  affairs.  Although  the  rise  in  the 
value  of  silver  tended  to  stimulate  foreign  imports,  it  had  no  such 
effect  upon  native  imports,  as  these  were  naturally  sold  at  Chinese 
prices.  The  imports  of  the  following  native  sundries  Avere  accord- 
ingly reduced :  Coal,  flour,  medicines,  salt,  and  raccoon  skins.  To- 
ward the  end  of  the  3'ear,  when  abundant  crops  were  assured,  the 
trade  in  many  of  these  lines  revived  and  large  profits  were  realized; 
but  many  orders  placed  at"  that  time  did  not  reach  Newchwang  until 
the  beginning  of  1917. 

Leading  Exports  from  Newchwang. 

In  considering  the  exports  from  Newchwang  the  table  of  quantities 
shows  the  trend  of  trade  more  clearly  than  the  table  of  values,  owing 
to  the  difference  in  exchange.  The  following  table  gives  the  quantity 
of  the  principal  ex[)orts  for  1915  and  1916: 
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Articles. 


Bean  c-alce tons. . 

Beans  and  peas do 

Bones do 

BrcadstiifTs: 

Corn do 

Kaoliang do 

Millet ao — 

Wheat do 

Brfatles do — 

Coal do 

Fish,  dried,  fresh,  and  salt, 
tons 

Ginseng: 

Native tons . . 

Wil-d jiounds . . 

Beard  and  refuse .. .  tons . . 

Hair,  horse-tail  and  other  ani- 
mal  tons.. 

Horns,  doer,  young pairs. . 

Liquorice . . .". tons. . 


1915 


1916 


272, 
134, 


261, 


401 
135 
211 

649 
621 
031 
348 
■AO 
781 

171 

118 

,208 

57 


2,078 


194,089 

98,905 

241 

2,374 
1,637 

558 
2,962 

150 
83, 246 

203 

162 

817 

35 

31 

1,060 

1 


Articles. 


Mats  and  rugs,  dogskin, 
number 

Medic-incb ; value . . 

Oil: 

l?pan tons.. 

(  astor do 

Salt do.... 

Samshii  (Chinese  wine). do 

Seed: 

Melon do 

Sesame do 

Silk: 

Raw,  wild do 

Cocoons,  wild do 

Pefuse  or  v.  astc . . .  .do 

Sinews,  deer,  eo\^',  and  buf- 
falo  tons.. 

Tobacco,  leaf do 

Vegetables do 


1015 


1916 


3d, 

?no, 


065 
124 

,154 

105 
,741 
,803 


428 
32 
602 

29 
38 
13 


168.956 
?100,490 

5,050 

611 

17,924 

1,295 

2,516 
1,924 

203 
131 
152 

18 
51 
24 


Exports  Show  General  Decline. 

The  total  e.xport  trade  of  Xewchwang  for  llU(i  was  smaller  than 
for  many  years  past,  and  it  seems  particular!}'  insignificant  compared 
with  that  of  1915,  which  in  some  respects  was  a  banner  year.  The 
poor  crops  of  1915  account  chiefly  for  the  reduced  exportation  of 
bean  cake,  beans,  and  peas  in  191G. 

The  amount  of  bean  cake  shipped  was  over  25  per  cent  less  than 
in  the  previous  year;  the  exportation  of  yellow  l)eans.  the  most  im- 
portant variety,  was  reduced  by  one-third.  A  growing  foreign  de- 
mand for  castor  oil,  bean  oil,  and  hor.sehair  caused  a  considerable 
increase  in  their  exports,  and  the  figures  for  bristles,  silk,  and  wool 
would  have  been  much  larger  if  the  price  of  silver  had  been  more 
favorable  for  the  foreign  buyer.  The  Japanese  buyers  held  off  wait- 
ing for  better  prices,  especially  in  the  case  of  silk.  While  bristle  ex- 
ports compared  unfavf)rably  in  amount  with  those  of  the  previous 
year,  the  exports  Avere  well  up  to  the  average.  The  decrease  in  coal, 
shipments  was  due  chiefly  to  high  freights  and  the  scarcity  of  ves- 
sels. The  trade  with  South  China  and  the  Straits  Settlements  was 
particularly  affected,  the  amount  shipped  in  lOKJ  being  tlie  smallest 
in  many  years.  The  same  may  be  said  of  bean  cake,  which  reached 
an  abiKU'mally  low  level.  A  record  shipment  of  dogskins  was  made. 
The  fur  or  hair  of  the  Manchurian  dog  is  ver}"^  warm,  and  the  skins 
are  fairly  large  and  comparatively  cheap.  They  are  being  used  more 
and  more  for  automobile  ro])es,  and  a  considerable  demand  has  been 
created.  This  item  Avas  larger  in  1916  than  in  the  previous  four  j-ears 
combined. 

Liao  Kiver  Conservancy  Work. 

The  importance  of  the  Liao  River  conservancy  work  has  already 
been  mentioned.  Under  the  direction  of  a  foreign  engineer  there  was 
great  improvement  last  year.  In  spite  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
stone  and  working  against  a  strong  current,  the  west-channel  em- 
bankment was  completed  in  August.  As  a  result,  the  main  channel 
has  already  deepened  considerably.  Work  on  the  east-channel  em- 
bankment progressed  satisfactorily,  and  the  east  training  bank  is 
well  underway.  Owing  to  transportation  difficulties  the  usual  sup- 
ply of  stone  for  this  undertaking  was  cut  olf,  and  the  work  was  con- 
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siderably  hampered.  There  was  danger  of  the  river's  overflowing  a 
narrow  'strip  of  land  between  Duck  Ishmd  and  the  mainhmd,  thus 
changing  its  Avhoh'  course  and  leaving  XeAvchwang  high  and  drj". 
It  Avas  decided  to  build  a  dam  and  dike  to  keep  the  river  in  its  pres- 
ent channel.  This  operation  was  completed  last  year  and  proved 
very  satisfactory.  Surveys  Avere  made  last  year  on  the  upper  river, 
})ut  no  actual  construction  was  commenced. 

Trade  of  Mukden. 

The  absence  of  reliable  statistics  makes  it  impossible  to  estimate  the 
trade  of  Mukden  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  No  customs  figures 
are  available,  and  there  is  no  means  of  knowing  how^  much  of  the 
freight  from  Dairen,  Antung,  Chinwangtao,  Harbin,  and  New^- 
cliAvang  is  actually  destined  for  Mukden  and  how  much  is  carried 
throujih  to  points  beyond.  The  commissioner  of  customs  at  Mukden 
depends  on  the  statement  of  the  South  Manchuria  Raihvay  as  to  the 
freight  forAvarded  from  and  received  by  the  raihvay  depot  in  the 
Japanese  concession.  The  figures  thus  furnished  indicate  to  some 
extent  the  nature  of  the  general  trade,  but  do  not  shoAv  the  exact 
volume.    They  are  given,  however,  in  the  f olloAving  table : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Forwarded. 

lleceivc-d. 

Forwarded. 

Received. 

Tnvs. 
a  2, 250 
1,639 
9,531 
6, 594 
31 
1,273 

205 
2,559 
2,610 
8, 883 
2, 585 

731 

167 
3,078 

906 
1,670 

741 

1,840 

1,698 

136 

Tom. 

a  8, 015 

6''.2 

1,617 

46.068 

■  193 

64 

222 

909 

10,716 

29,358 

236 

1,854 

2,274 

.3,510 

99 

739 

.J3,201 

140 
3,  .'534 
1,262 

Tmis. 
O203 
1,756 
9, 047 
5,262 
53 
1,394 

311 

688 
4,539 
1,595 
3, 046 

807 

38 

2,250 

(),  885 

876 

966 

1,722 

1,965 

217 

57 

1,016 

6 

357 

43 

1,673 

r,599 

39 

1, 499 

310 

1,043 

2,093 

48 
130 
1.52 
922 

28 

1,050 

922 

425 

52 

Tons, 
a  0, 551 

543 

444 

11,842 

301 

42 

nreadstnfi's: 

443 

1,265 

Flour                  .          • 

17,345 

41,949 

Millet               

184 

2,285 

Wlieat 

1,837 

Other         .  .     .          

2.408 

366 

905 

Coal                               

30, 446 

('otton: 

362 

4,085 

1,611 

1,660 

881 

41 

226 

54 

1,427 

1,.520 

37 

4,100 

595 

795 

1,388 

62 

91 
328 
rm 

22 

18,535 

565 

264 

47 

572 

18,003 

837 

289 

1,087 

6,380 

895 

143 

1,315 

3, 104 

713 

685 

2,942 

1,378 

1,099 

311 

393 

105 

300 

245 

l,03s< 

14,540 

3,288 

390 

2,258 

3,051 

600 

Mats 

4,526 

811 

3,808 

886 

Oil: 

93 

Kcros:iio 

2,535 

1,628 

1,076 

Sake 

319 

Salt 

2,212 

246 

Sauce  (bean)  and  sov 

323 

Seaweed 

343 

a  Number. 
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Articles. 


Seeds,  melon  and  peanut. 
Silk,  and  mamifacluros  of 

Silver  coins 

Stone 

Sngar 

Tea 

Timber 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Vc j;.  tables  and  Iriiit 

Siindrits 


Forwarded.   Received.    Forwarded.    Received 


Tons. 
5,170 

a6, 224, 951 

234 

2.-)3 

197 

1,768 

1,268 

20,349 

26,158 


Tons. 

328 

50 

"2,973,589 

.5, 057 

2,000 

9,819 
4,222 
3;  115 
23.108 


alO, 


Tons. 
7,604 

7  IS, 362 

873 

224 

204 

3, 192 

1,S9S 

23, 203 

28,827 


Tons. 

771 

61 

7. 212, 7.56 

7,932 

2,194 

327 

11,881 

6,043 

4,953 

28,914 


o  Value  in  U.  S.  dollars. 

Ill  addition  to  the  figures  given  above,  '201, 1138  tons  of  freight  in 
1915.  and  185,'2l)7  tons  in  1916,  passed  through  the  Mukden  station 
of  the  South  jSItuicliuria  Kailway  for  the  use  of  the  company,  the 
principal  article  handled  being  coal. 

The  foregoing  statistics  showing  the  character  and  amount  of  the 
railwa}'  traiiic  through  the  Mukden  station  of  the  South  Manchuria 
Railway  indicate  that  the  trade  in  most  commodities  is  fairly  steady. 
Certain  necessities,  comforts,  and  luxuries  are  regularly  imported 
by  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  population,  and  the  quantities  vary 
according  to  their  buying  power.  The  Japanese  population  in 
Mukden  Is  about  5,000. " 

Timber  for  Building  Purposes. 

Building  operations  in  the  Mukden  district  were  carried  on 
extensively,  and  the  movement  of  timber  and  hardware  was  aifected 
accordingly.  About  $100,000  worth  of  timber  is  consumed  here 
yearly,  according  to  Japanese  authority.  Most  of  the  timber  was 
formerly  brought  from  the  north,  Init  owing  to  transportation  diffi- 
culties it  is  being  largely  supplanted  by  timber  from  the  Yalu 
district  and  is  shipped  mostly  from  Antung.  It  is'  estimated  that 
the  requirements  for  1917  will  far  exceed  those  of  the  previous 
year  and  may  reach  a  value  of  $250,000. 

Mining  Operations. 

Coal  mining  in  this  district  is  of  great  importance.  The  two  prin- 
cipal mines  are  located  at  Fushun  and  Penhsihu.  The  output  of 
the  former  exceeds  2,000.000  tons  per  annum,  and  the  latter  produces 
about  300,000  tons.  The  sales  last  year  were  much  restricted,  how- 
ever, owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tonnage  and  the  high  freight  rates. 
Both  of  these  properties  are  being  rapidly  and  extensively  developed. 
The  coal  mines  and  associated  industries  at  Fushun  employ  more 
than  22,000  men.  and  the  number  at  Penhsihu  is  expected  to  reach 
5,000  in  the  near  future. 

Production  of  iron  at  Penlisihu  has  been  greatly  hindered  by  the 
failure  to  receive  machinery  that  was  ordered  from  abroad.  This 
was  due  to  inadequate  shipping  facilities  on  account  of  the  war. 
The  production  of  the  iron  in  1916  was  50,000  tons,  but  the  amount 
in  1917  will  probal)ly  be  about  twice  as  great.  The  company  is 
planning  to  increase  its  capital  by  more  than  $3,000,000  and  expects 
to  have  the  second  smelter  installed  by  next  autumn. 
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New  Enterprises. 

The  KlectrochcMnical  IiKliistrv  Co.,  of  Tokyo,  has  installed  a  plant 
at  Fushiin  for  the  jn-ocliiction  of  carbide,  sidpliate  of  ammonia, 
and  other  chemical  products.  It  was  thought  that  the  manufacture 
of  sulphate  of  ammonia  would  reach  7,0(){)  tons  per  annum,  but  lack 
of  sufiicient  machinery  limited  the  output  to  4,000  tons.  The  busi- 
ness, however,  vras  most  remunerative.  The  sulphate  of  ammonia 
was  ex])ected  to  sell  for  about  $62.50  gold  per  ton,  but  the  price  has 
reached  $150  per  ton.  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  in  Java  and  Japan 
and  to  the  shortage  of  the  Euroi)ean  supply.  Although  Japan  con- 
sumes large  quantities  of  sulj^hate  of  ammonia,  it  produces  less  than 
3,000  tons  per  year.  In  the  ()saka  and  Kobe  districts  alone  the  sales 
of  ammonium  sulphate  last  year  exceeded  7,000  tons.  The  market 
for  this  article  therefore  justifies  the  plans  that  are  being  made  in 
Manchuria  to  produce  it  in  large  cjuantities.  The  annual  demand  in 
Java  is  said  to  be  nearly  100,000  tons. 

The  South  Manchuria  Sugar  Manufacturing  Co.,  controlled  by 
Tokyo  financiers,  has  been  capitalized  for  10,000,000  yen  and  is  con- 
structing a  large  refinery  at  Mukden.  The  farmers  in  this  district 
arc  being  encouraged  to  grow  sugar  beets,  and  the  success  of  the 
enterprise  seems  to  be  assured. 

The  Anshanchan-Chenhsing  Mining  Co.,  a  Chino-Ja]3anese  con- 
cern, has  obtained  a  valuable  mining  tract,  about  12  miles  south  of 
Liaoyang,  and  will  erect  a  steel  plant  there  to  reduce  the  iron  ore  that 
i^  abundant  though  of  rather  low  grade.  A  smelting  furnace  is 
now  being  constructed  at  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  workshop  at 
Shahokou,  where  similar  apparatus  was  made  for  the  Penhsihu  Co. 
It  is  expected  that  the  furnace  will  be  installed  before  the  end  of 
1917.  The  amount  of  iron  oi'e  in  the  Anshanchan  district  is  esti- 
mated at  more  than  200.000,000  tons,  the  percentage  of  iron  varying 
from  30  to  (U)  per  cent.     The  project,  therefore,  has  great  ])ossibi]ities. 

American  Imports  and  Trade  Opportunities. 

The  imports  of  American  goods  into  this  district  are  not  very 
large  and  can  not  be  accurately  determined.  The  piece  goods  and 
kerosene  mentioned  in  previous  sections  are  of  greatest  importance. 
Hardware,  leather,  glass,  paints,  proprietary  medicines,  electrical  ap- 
paratus, canned  goods  and  general  provisions,  stoves,  underwear, 
condensed  milk,  toilet  articles,  preserved  fruits,  watches,  and  soap 
are  also  being  sold,  and  the  trade  could  be  largely  extended  if  Ameri- 
can nuinufacturers  would  cultivate  the  field  more  intensively.  An 
American  oil  company  sold  last  year  more  than  GOO.OOO  gallons  of 
kerosene  through  its  Xewchwang  office,  and  2,250,000  gallons  in  the 
Mukden  district,  in  spite  of  the  unfavorable  conditions  already  men- 
tioned. Its  business  in  Manchuria  has  been  gradually  developed  by 
])atiently  and  thoroughly  organizing  an  effective  sales  department. 

The  electrical  apparatus  and  machinery  has  been  sold  largely 
through  an  American  engineer,  who  located  in  this  district,  learned 
the  Chinese  language,  and  gradually  acquired  a  position  of  influence 
in  the  community.  AVith  the  German  and  Japanese  competition  as 
strong  as  it  it.  these  results  could  not  have  been  obtained  in  any 
other  way.  Similar  methods  nnist  be  adopted  along  many  other 
lines  if  business  (      i  huge  scale  is  to  develop.    A  considerable  trade 
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in  American  dyes  could  be  l)iiilt  up.  One  importer,  however,  stated 
that  tlie  indifference  and  carelessness  of  certain  American  manufac- 
turers, to  whom  he  wrote,  discouraged  him  from  placing-  an  order 
that  he  had  intended  to  send.  He  was  unable  to  obtain  the  det-ails 
as  to  packing,  size  of  packages,  etc..  that  he  asked  the  firms  to 
furnish. 

The  establishment  of  an  Americiin  general  importing  and  exjxjrt- 
ing  house  in  this  district  and  better  bunking  and  shipping  facilities 
would  do  much  to  stimulate  American  business.  Foreign  firms  natu- 
rally do  not  take  the  same  interest  in  American  lines  and  can  not 
always  be  depended  upon.  A  cheaper  class  of  goods  than  Americans 
are  accustomed  to  sell  abroad  Avould  be  suitable  for  this  market — ■ 
where  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people  is  xevy  low  and  the  initial 
cost  is  a  prime  consideration.  Such  articles  as  those  found  in  the 
5  and  10  cent  stores  in  the  ITnited  States  would  enjo}^  a  large  and 
ready  sale  if  a  suitable  assortment  could  be  placed  on  the  market. 
In  no  other  way  can  the  competition  offered  by  the  Japanese  ahmg 
these  lines  be  overcome. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported to  the  Ignited  States  in  1915  and  lOlG,  as  invoiced  at  the  Muk- 
den consulate : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Brass,  scrap  and  refuse 

Bristles              

S4,476 
408, 195 

26,898 

1,530 

3,465 

510 

17.770 
8,579 

Skins— Con  t  inued . 
Fur 

$237 

$221,347 

133,504 
12,363 
4&,065 

36, 592 

$1  328 

Hair: 

Other 

7,SS3 

Horse  

Wool,  sheep's 

912 
120 

7,465 

Total 

Pig  

472,692 

409,547 

Skins: 

Doir 

Goat              

There  were  no  declared  exports  to  the  insular  possessions  of  the 
United  States  in  1916,  except  4,900  tons  of  coal,  valued  at  $20,720, 
to  the  Philippine  Islands. 

There  was  a  striking  decrease  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  bristles 
and  a  very  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  horeshair  shipped  to  the 
ITnited  States.  The  latter  commodity  is  becoming  an  important  arti- 
cle of  commerce.  One  New  York  fh-m  dealing  in  horsehair  now 
maintains  its  own  buyer  in  Mukden,  and  the  figures  for  the  present 
year  will  probably  .show  an  increase  over  191G.  AYool  is  becoming 
an  important  item.  In  1914  there  were  no  shipments,  and  the  1916 
figures -showed  a  decided  increase  over  those  of  1915. 
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